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Liv^„.3ck  prices  have  generally  declined  from  third  lower  than  a  year  before.    Although  there  may 

highs  in  1951  and  are  about  at  their  level  of  early  be  more  stability  in  months  ahead,  prices  of  both 

1950,  before  the  Korean  outbreak.    Reductions  for  cattle   and    lambs   will    remain  below  last  year, 

cattle  during  the  past  year  came  first  for  cows  and  Prices  of  hogs  will  likely  average  higher  than  last 

range  cattle,  last  for  slaughter  steers.     At  early  year. 
March  every  class  of  cattle  was  priced  about  a 
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SUMMAPY 

.Prices  for  medium  and  top  quality  cattle  declined  sharply  beginning 
early  January . following  similar -reductions  for  cows  and  feeder  cattle  last 
summer  and  fall.    Prices  for  all  classes  of  cattle  are  now  considerably  be- 
low a  year  ago  and  most  .are  at  their  lowest  point  since  19^9.    Prices  for 
sheep  and  lambs  have  declined  rather  steadily  since  early  1951.    Prices  for 
hogs,  depressed  for  a  year  and  a  half,  have . strengthened  and  are  a  little 
above  last  winter, 

,  Lower  prices  -for  cattle  and  sheep  are  due  primarily  to  reduced 
demand  by  producers  for  replacement  stock  and  larger  supplies  for  slaughter. 

.  Slau^ter  data  indicate  the  expansion  in  cattle  has  slowed  and  in  sheep  has 
halted,    Consectuently,-  demand  for  breeding  and  feeder  cattle  and  sheep  is 

.sharply  lower  than  a  year  or  two  ago.    Price  reductions  over  the  past  year 
or  two  have  been  as  great  or  greater  for  these  classes  than  for  slaughter 

StOQlC.. 

Slaughter  of  all  kinds  of  livestock  was  large  during  fall  and  early 
winter.    In  Oc tober- January ,  commercial  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  was  up 
l6  percent  from  a  ^ear  earlier  and  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  was  "^Q  percent 
larger,  while  hog  slaughter  was  down  only  3  percent .    Commercial  output  of 
meat  was  6  percent  above  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  for  that  period 
since  19k3'hk, 

.Because  a  reduced  hog  slaughter  is  expected,  there  is  a  good  possi- 
bility that  prices  of  livestock  will  level  out  and  be  more  stable  the  rest 
of  this  year,  provided  dry  weather  does  not  speed  up  the  rate  of  cattle 
marketing  and  demand  for  meat  remains  strong.    Barring  drought,  hog  slaugh- 
ter vrill  be  down  from  last  year  relatively  as  much  as  cattle  slaughter  is 
likely  to  be  up. 

A 'lower  pork  output  is  resulting  from  smaller  pig  crops.  Eleven  per- 
cent fewer  pigs  were  saved  last  fall  than  the  previous  fall,  A  reduction  of 
15  percent  below  last  spring  has  been  indicated  by  producers'  intentions  for 
this  spring's  pig  crop,  which  will  be  marketed  next  fall  and  winter.  Pro- 
duction of  lamb  and  mutton  in  1953  will  likely  be  a  little  smaller  than  last 
year. 

Cattle  slaughter  and  beef  and  veal  output  will  remain  well  above  last 
year.    The  93.7  million  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  January  1  were  5.9  million, 
or  7  percent,  more  than^year  before  and  17  million,  or  22  percent,  more  than 
in  January  19^9,    Moreover,  the  number  of  cattle  on  feed  was  up  16  percent 
from  last  January.. 

The  most  likely  prospect  is  for  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  1953  to 
exceed  last  year  l)y  around  15  percent.    But  the  large  inventories  could  re- 
sult in  a  much  greater  increase  in  slaughter- -and  t'lerefcre  in  a  further 
depression  in  prices- -if  the  present  drought  in  much  of  the  Great  Plains  and 
Southwest  is  not  relieved  this  spring. 
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An  increase  of  15  percent  in  1953  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  would 
still  be  somewhat  less  tlian  the  rate  of  current  production,  resulting  in 
some  further  build-up  in  the  number  on  farmso 

On  February  6  the  Office  of  Price  Stabilization  revoked  the  remain- 
ing price  controls  and  other  regulations  on  the  sale  of  livestock  and  meat. 
All  price  ceilings  on  meat  and  ceiling  limitations  on  live  cattle  prices 
are  discontinued.    Slaughterers  are  not  required  to  register  with  OFS* 
Grading  and  grademarking  of  beef,  veal  and  lamb  are  no  longer  compulsory* 

REVIEVf  AND  OUTLOOK 

Prices  for  Kedium  and  High 
Quality  Cattle  Decline 

Prices  for  middle  and  higher  grades  of  fed  cattle  broke  sharply  in 
January  and  again  in  late  February*    Reductions  over  the  two  months  amoimted 
to  about  ;)9cOO  per  100  pounds  for  the  Prime  grade,  $6,00  for  Choice,  and 
.$4o00  for  Good,  but  were  smaller  for  Comjnercial  and  Utility.    The  price 
situation  has  received  much  attention,  not  only  because  of  the  severity  of 
present  declines  but  also  because  the  potential  slaughter  from  record  in- 
ventories of  cattle  on  farms  poses  a  question  as  to  the  future  course  of 
prices* 

The  January- February  slump  in  prices  of  the  better  quality  steers 
and  heifers  follov/ed  declines  for  other  classes.    Prices  of  cows,  feeder 
cattle,  and  lower  quality  slaughter  steers  and  heifers  started  domi  last 
June.    After  some  recovery  at  mid- summer,  they  declined  further  until  early 
December.    Prices  of  intermediate  (Good  and  Commercial)  grades  of  slaughter 
steers  trended  dov/nward  more  gradually,  but  continued  lower  into  January 
and  February.    Prices  of  Choice  grade,  on  the  other  hand,  held  up  conpara- 
tively  well  through  November  and  then  were  reduced  sharply.     (See  table  1.) 
The  Prime  grade  v;as  last  to  decline;  its  big  drop  came  after  mid- January. 

Thus,  prices  for  cattle  have  declined  in  successive  v/aves--the  lov/est 
quality  first,  the  highest  quality  last*    The  total  decrease  over  the  past 
year  has  been  about  the  same  for  each  class.    In  February,  prices  of  cows, 
feeder  steers,  and  various  grades  of  slaughter  steers  were  each  30  to  40 
percent  lov;er  than  a  year  before. 

Cyclical  Changes  in  Supply  of 
Cattle  and  in  Producers ^ 
Rep  1  a  c  erne  nt  "Term  nd 


Cyclical  changes  from  a  fast  to  a  slovrer  build-up  in  cattle  herds 
underlie  most  of  the  price  adjustments  that  have  taken  place  this  ivinter. 
Herd  expansion  was  most  rapid  from  1950  to  the  middle  of  1952.  producers 
held  back  cows  and  young  stock,  and  sold  chiefly  slaughter  steers  of  heavy 
weight  and  high  quality.    Prices  for  cows  and  for  stocker  and  feeder  cattle, 
responding  to  the  strong  demand  and  limited  supply,  climbed  to  record  levels 
in  1951  and  v;ere  unusually  high  in  relation  to  prices  of  slaughter  cattle « 

By  mid- 1952  opposite  changes  had  begun.    I  "ore  cattle  were  sent  to 
market  and  numbers  in  herds  were  increased  more  slowlyo     Some  areas  were 
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Table  1.-  Market  price  per  100  pounds  for  selected  classes  of  livestock, 
Chicago,-  by  ^yie.ars  1938-49  by  months  1950  to  date  l/ 

(Data  for  cover  page  chart) 
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I?/  ShoiTi,  spring  or  •wooled  as  repcrtsd  for  various  months  of  the  year. 
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apprmehing  their  <!^apacity  for  eattle  while  others,  beset  by  persistent  dry 

weather ^  were  at  or  over  their  capacity  at  the  time*    Beginnings  cf  price 
declines  themselves  caused  producers  to  be  less  interested  in  continuing  ex« 
pansiono    Cattle  feeders  in  particular,  who  had  earned  less  than  average 
Ij^rofits  the  vdnter  of  1951-52,  were  reluctant  to  buy  replacement  feeder 
stock  except  at  lower  price So    V/hen  a  bigger  supply  of  all  breeding  and 
feeder  stock  found  a  weakened  demand,  sharp  prise  declines  for  these  elassea 
resultedo 

At  the  lov/er  prices  for  feeder  animals  more  cattle  moved  into  feed- 
lots  *    On  January  1,  19  53^  16  percent  more  cattle  and  calves  than  a  year 
earlier  were  on  feed^ 

More  cattle  also  have  gone  to  slaughter,  either  directly  frcm  ranges 
or  after  a  short  feeding  periodo    Receipts  for  slaughter  have  increased 
roost  for  steers  and  hoifers  of  mediurji  quality as  is  indicated  by  data  for 
3  mid-west  markets  given  in  table  2©    From  Deceiaber  through  February,  re- 
ceipts of  Commercial  grade  steers  v/ere  nearly  double  those  in  the  same 
period  last  vanter^*    The  increase  for  Good  grade  vms  37  percent,  while  10 
percent  fev/er  Choice  were  received  and  the  number  of  Prime  was  doYm  to 
cnly  a  third  of  a  year  ago^> 

I'Yith  so  many  more  steers  and  heifers  of  below  top  quality  sent  to 
slaughter.,  as  v^rell  as  somewhat  mere  cows^  total  cattle  ^.laughter  has  risen 
to  considerably  above  its  lovj  level  of  the  previous  tivo  years*    The  number 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  in  December- February  averaged  21  per- 
oent  above  a  year  earlier  and  was  the  largest  for  the  period  since  1946-47* 

The  only  available  cutlet  for  beef  from  the  increased  slaughter  was 
consumption  by  the  United  States  populationo    The  larger  supply  was  not 
quickly  and  easily  absorbedt    One  reason  is  that  consmers  had  become  ac- 
customed to  a  lov/er  rate  of  cons^imption  during  a  prolonged  period  when  cattle 


Table  So-  Number  of  Corn  Belt  slaughter  steers  received  at  3  mid-v^est 
marketG,  by  grade.  Deoo-Febo  total,  this  vdnter  and  last  l/ 


Grade 


Number 5 
Do  cernber- February 


1952-3 


1951^2 


Percent  change 


Prime 

ChoicQ 

Good 

Commercial 
Utility 
Ail  grades 


Number 
237648 
264,292 
192.458 
69.' 306 
12,587 
562,291 


Number 
■7274'22 
294,124 
140,343 
37,172 
9,920 
553,981 


+ 

+ 

4- 


67 
10 
37 

86 
27 
2 


\/  So 1 d  out  of  first  handso    Chicago,  Omaha,  Sioux  City, 


C^-^^iled  from  Market  Nev/s,  Livestock  Branch,  TM.* 
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slaughter  had  been  small.     They  apparently  were  somewhat  slow  to  step  up 
their  purchases  of  beef ^ 

Furthermore,  there  is  evidence  that  retail  prices  of  beef  v;ere  not 
lowered  much  at  first.    Reductions  probajbly  v/ere  less  for  beef  at  retail 
than  for  the  live  animals.    This  is  not  an  unusual  behavior  of  prices,  but 
any  sluggishness  of  retail  prices  impedes  iiiovement  of  larger  supplies  into 
oonsumptiono    For  the  Choice  grade,  prices  were  reduced  substantially  at 
retail  only  after  the  first  of  Januaryc 

The  differences  by  grades  in  the  rate  of  increase  in  beef  supply  also 
hindered  smooth  adjustment  of  demand  and  prices.    Retail  distribution  of 
beef  has  tended  more  and  more  to  be  specialized  according  to  kind  and  quality 
handled.     Some  chains  of  retail  stores  have  dealt  only  in  Choice  grade ^  while 
other  stores,  or  stores  in  particular  city  or  rural  areas,  may  trade  in  Good 
or  Commercial  beef  *    This  specialization  among  retail  outlets,  while  pro- 
moting lov;er  costs  of  distribution^  is  a  handicap  to  smooth  adjustment  v;hen 
supplies  of  beef  of  a  particular  quality  change  greatly. 

Average  Live-to- Retail  r;argins 
Apparently  StesTdy,  but  not 

Uniform  .  '  ■•  ,  . 

When  prices  of  both  meat  and  live  animals  are  declining  but  the  margin 
or  difference  between  them  remains  nearly,  constant,  the  margin  becomes  an  in- 
oreaf'ing  proportion  of  the  retail  price.     The  percentage  decline  in  prices 
in  thes,e  circumstances  is  greater  for  the  live  animal  than  for  meet  at  re- 
tail.V 

This  is  about  the  situation  that  has  prevailed  this  winter.    At  first, 
when  price  weakness  was  more  evident  in  live  cattle  than  in  beef  at  retail, 
the  margin  in  cents  per  pound  may  have  widened  somev/hat»    Hore  recently,  it 
apparently  dropped  back  to  about  its  previous  value,  although  data  on  pre- 
sent margins  are  not  complete* 

Prices  of  Choice,  and  Prime  beef  at  retail  in  New  York  City  in  January 
as  reported  by  Market  News  Service  were  about  15  percent  lower  thAn  in  Jan- 
uary last  year.    As  prices  of  steers  were  dov.'&y'S^  ^nuch  while  less  value  was 
recovered  from  bj^roducts  (hides,  tallow,  etc),  this  indicates  that  margins 
v^rere  as  narrow  as  in  January  1952,    On  the  other'  hand.  United  States  average 
retail  prices  reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  point  to  some  v^^iden- 
ing  of  margins  after  about  the  middle  of  1952, 

But  live  animal-retail  price  comparisons  of  this  sort  have  little 
accuracy  or  meaning  at  a  time  of  severe  market  adjustments.    Prices  are 
too  variable  at  both  the  live  and  retail  level  for  observations  to  be 
highly  valid.    Live  cattle  markets  this  vdnter  have  been  "buyers'" 
markets,  with  sellers  often  not  able  to  bargain  as  effectively  as  they 
did  in  the  sellers'  m.arket  of  a  year  or  two  agOa      To   a  greater  extent 
than  usual,  many    sales  have  been    made  at  lower  prices  than 

l/  Live-to-retail  margins  sTre'^hV^'groTs  spread,  in  dollars  and  cents, 
between  the  price  of  the  live  animal  (corrected  for  the  return  received 
from  bj'pro ducts)  and  the  price  of  meat  at  retail. 
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the  bulk  of  transactions.    In  some  recent  wee.ks,  individual  sales  of  cattle 
of  a  single  grade  have  varied  over  a  range  twice  as  wide  as  last  winter. 
At  retail,  price  reductions  have  differed  greatly  store-by- store  and  week- 
by-week,-  Under  these  conditions,  live-to-retail  margins  have  been  unusually 
wide  for- many  transactions,  but  may  have  been  unusually  narrow  for  others, 

Si>mlflcance  of 
Margin- Psta 

It  has  often  been  pointed  out  in  this  Situation  that  iive-to-retail 
price  margins  do  not  necessarily  bear  any  close  relation  to  the  price  of 
meat.    They  are  a  return  for  services--the  services  of  livestock  marketing, 
slaughter,  meat  packing  and  distribution.    Only  insofar  as  costs  in  slaugh- 
ter- and  distribution  and  the  prices  of  livestock  are  both  affected  by  a 
rising  or  falling  general  price  level,  do  margins  and  prices  trend  up  or 
down  together  over  a  long  period, 


In  shorter  periods  there  is  no  really  clos€  correspondence  between 
live-to-retail  margins  and  the  prices  themselves.    Furthermore,  in  short 
periods  margins  need  not  bear  any  extremely  close  relationship  to  costs. 
Prices  at  retail  are  determined  by  demand  and  supply  conditions  in  retail 
trade,  while  prices  for  liv^  animals  are  arrived  at  in  countless  individual 
transactions  in  the  live  animal  market.    As  noted  above,  the  bargaining  . 
position  of  buyer  and  seller  can  change  a  great  deal.    In  1951 >  ^or  in- 
stance, when  supplies  of  livestock  for  slaughter  were  small  but  price 
^lontrols  end  consumer  resistance  together  restrained  increases  in  retail 
prices,  .price  margins  for  meat  were  narrowed.    Then  in  1952,  when  conditions 
were  reversed,  margins  tended  to  widen ♦ 

It  is  only  over  a  span  of  time  that  average  margins  tend  to  parallel 
the  average  costs  in  slaughter  and  distribution. 

Lastly,  the  size  of  live- to-retail  margins  do«s  not  indicate  closely 
the  size  of  middlemen*s  profits.    Because  there,  are  many  fixed  costs  in 
meat  packing  and  distribution,  profits  are  affected  by  volume  of  output  as 
well  as  by  the  margin.    When  the  meat  supply  is  large  average  profits  can 
be  earned  with  a  narrower  margin  than  when  the  volume  is  small. 

Price  margins  In.a  shprt  run  situation  have  a  different,  significance . 
It  Is  less  to  judge  the  fairness  or  equitableness  of  returns  to  marketing 
agencies  versus  producers  as  to  reveal  how  price  making  forces  are  oper- 
ating.   Prices  are  made. at  each  level  between  the  producer  and  consumer  by 
conditions  of  supply  end  demand  at  that  level .    But  ultimately  demand  at 
each  level  is  mainly  derived  from  demand  by  consumers  f or  jneat  at  retail. 
Only  if  price  margins  are  constant  is  consumer  demand  transmitted  fully  and 
accurately  back  through  marketing  channels,  Including  the  live  cattle  market. 
Or,  turning  the  sequence  around,  only  if  margins  are  constant  can  reduced 
prices  at  the  live  animal  level  be  carried  forward  to  the  reductions  at  re- 
tail that  are  necessary  if  consumers  are  to  buy  larger  quantities  of  meat. 

This  means  that  if  marketings  of  cattle  for  slaughter  are  increased 
but  retail  prices  for  beef  are  not  correspondingly  lowered,  the  outlet  for 
beef  will  be  no  greater  than  before.    Each  distributor  and  the  slaughterer 
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will  t'hen  Havei  no  interest  in  buying  more  be«f  iO]^.rca^^^  The 
larger  number- of- cattle  on  the  market  will  cause  prices  to  decline  out  of 

pr6p6:rtion  to  /the^  increased -supply;  and  much  more  tha^^^^^   " 

at-  retail,  w^re  inmediately.  responsive.  In'  oiher  Wci*ds,"  io  whatever  extent 
margins  widen  and -prevent  equal  price  changes  ;up  and  dpwn'ithe  liti^,  ifluct^ 
ation^Vin  livb  cattle  prices  will  be- ^  r    .u-::-        -.  'ito  ; 

This  explanation  is  offered  to  clarify,  the  meaning, ;  of  ; liyerto-ret ail 
price  comparisons,  and  to  help  explain  how  prices  can  move' 
at  a  time  when  livestock  marke^tings  are  changing^    Unfortunately  the  reported 
data  are  not ,  accurate  enough  to  reveal  precisely  just  how  li'ttle  br  'much.  mar- 
gins have  actually  changed;  that  is,  hoW  well  prices  at  retail  haye:followed^ 
prices  of  live  cattlew .  There  are  indications  that,  retail  ppiee  changes  this- 
fall  and  winter  at  first  lagged  "behind  the  chanlges  in  live:  animal;  prices,  but 
have  become,  more  nearly  in  line  nowe    Prices  for  the  Choice,  grade:  of  cattle 
and  beef  especially  seem  to  have  returtied  near  their  previous  relationship* 
It  is  less  certain  that  margins  for  other  grades  have  yet  done  soV 

Price,  for  j^-l^s  Lowerr  t^-''  -   ,  '    :  , 

but  Hoe^s  Higher  '      '  :  ■  '  .  ..  .  l 

Prices  for  sheep  and  iambs  have  traced  a  downward  path  in  the  past 
,,,twQ  yeaiirs.    In  February,  ,  Choice  and  Prime  slaughter  lambs  at  Chicago  were 
TB  .percent  lower  than  in  February  last  year  and  41  percent  below  February  two 
^years,,4go. /:  '  ■ 

Increases  in  supplies  of  both  lamb  arid  beef  have  affected  the  price  of 
lambs*    As  sheep  producers  shifted  from  rebuilding  herds  ±ti  1951  to  leveling 
or  reducing  them  in  the  past  year,,  the  nunber  of  :  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered 
•Was  increased  by  nearly  a  fourths    Meanwhile  the  supply  of  beef,  which  com- 
I^tes  with  ,  lamb,  also  had  increased.  •  .         ..  .  .: 

;  .   ,    ' juices  of  hogs  have  risen  somewhat  faster  than  usual < after  touching 
their  seasonal  low  in  early  December*    Changes  in  supply  have  accounted  for 
the  fairly  rapid  price  increase ^    As  an  unusually  large  part  of  the  spring 
pig  crop  had  moved  to  market  by  mid- January^  the  weekly  rate  of  slaughter 
dropped  from  slightly  above  a  year  ago  in  December  to  83  percent  in  February, 
•  Prices  of  barrows  and  gilts  have  been       50  to  13^50  per  100  pounds  above 
last  year  since  early  Januai*yc    This' hais  been  the  first  time,  except  for  a 
few  scattered/days,  since  December  1951  that  prices  have  exceeded  the  previous 
'year,  '  ' '  '   '  '.    .  '  .  ^   >•  ^   -  '  •■  , 

January  1    Cattle  :;^rLyentqry 

at  New  High  '    '  ' 

Total  livestock  and  poultry  numbers  oh  farms  this  January  1  were 
1  percent  above  January  19524    A  substantial  rise  in  cattle  numbers  offset 
reductions  in  each  of  the  other  species.    The  aggregate  index  is  smaller  than 
in  any  year  from  1942  to  1946  but  larger  than  in  any  other  recent  year. 
Numbers  of  meat  animals  alone  are  up  2  percent  from  last  year  and  are  second 
only  to  1944.    (Table  3 )• 
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,  •'.   :Ta.blo  3»-.  Numbers  of  livestock  on-  :f aitos  January.  1>  •.X945/<fe.o  datQ 


Nxmbers 


on  farms 


Year 


,  All 
J  oattle 
{  and 
•  calves 


AIT^ 
sheep  8 
and  ; 

lambs/ 


t 


»Index  of  nwabers  by  groups, 
-J.    r-.l-935r  391100. 


'fiogs 


Horses 
and 
mules 


'chickens 


•  .  .Total •:  ■•  :        s     -  : 
livd stock:    Meat  :    Milk  'pQ^itry 
and      :  animal  s :  animal  s :  ^ 

poultry  : 


•  * 

•  ■ 

1,000 

-1,000  . 

:li000 

■.:1,.000^ 

1,.000 

■ 

• 
• 

•  - 

head 

..head  . 

•head ' 

head 

."  head. 

,1545 

• . 

% 

85,5^73  , 

:4e.,520 

.59,373 

11,950  = 

•516,497 

'  117; 

,-:>.125 

113 

127 

19^46. 

\ 

82,235 

42,362 

61,306 

11,108 

;523,227 

.  .  113 

.122  •; 

107 

129 

:i947 

• 

;80*554.- 

37,49  a  ^ 

56,-810 

•  10,129 

467>217 

108 

117'. 

:  105 

114 

1948 

•  - 
• 

•77,171 

Se4,337: 

54,590 

.    9,279  , 

449 j 644 

,  '  103  • 

112  . 

100 

108 

1949, 

76,830 

30,943  = 

56,257, 

8,498 

430,876 

102 

.  .  112 

.  .98 

105 

1950 

2 

77j963. 

•  29,,  8261'- 

58,852 

,  7,781 

:  456,54^ 

103 

•  114.  . 

.:  98 

111 

i951 

% 

82,025 

30,635 

62,852 

7,067 

442,657 

106 

120 

98 

108 

i952 

X 

87,844 

32,088 

63,582 

6,243 

449,925 

•  1-10 

■      126  ■•  ■ 

,  .  97 

110 

^953 

X 

93,696 

31,611 

54,632 

5,636 

431,410 

111  • 

■  ■  128 

'loo 

105 

.     The  .January  1  farm  inventory  of  93,7  million  cattle  and- calves  is  a 
new  record,  about  5*9  million  head  or  7  percent  above  a  year  ag©-»  .  Hog  numbers 
were  14  percent  lower.    The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  was  down  a  fraction 
over  1  percent^ ,  as .  7  percent  fewer  v^ere  on  feed  while  stock  sheep  numbers 
, -were  down.  .very  ,  slightly.   ,    ,    .•         -  ■ 

Last  year  was  the  fourth  sucpessive  year  of  increase  in  cattle  and 
calf  nurabers,  which  are  now  17  million  over  the  1949.  lov;  and  8  million  above 
the  1945  peak  in  the  previous  cycle.    All  classes  shared  in  the  increase 
..during  1952*  ^Numbers  of  milk  cows. v^ent  ijp. for  the  first  time  since  1945» 
.  However,.the  largest  gains  last «year  were  in.  beef  oattle — up  4.6  million 
head  or  nearly  9  percent.    Beef  cows. led  in  the  rise,.  Their ;present  record 
nvDTiber  ..is  .  41  percent  above  .19,49,-         .  - 

'•  •  ,  ■  .  ■  -     -      ■     '  ■ 

.  ..    It  is  characteristic  .of  the  early  stages  of  the  . typical  cattle  cycle 
\  that  the -number  of  young  stock  increases  more  rapidly,' per cent agevdse ,  than 
the- number  of , cov/s«    Later  cow  numbers  rise  fast, .while  numbers  of  young 
stock  rise  only  in  proportion  to  the  larger  calf  crop.    It  appe^-rs  that  thiflj 
second  stage  has  about  been  reached  in  the  present  cycle. 


Every  region  had  more  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  this  January  than 
last,  and  every  State  had  an  increase  except  Texas,  where  the  number  was  re- 
ported uncharge  do    The  North  Central  States,  showed  the /largest  numerical 
.gain  but  the  South  Atlantic  region  had  the  greatest  percentage  rise — 9  per- 
cent*   , .  ... 


Hogs  on  farms  January  1  were  estimated  at  54.6  million  head,  down 
nearly  9  million  from  a  year  earlier  and  the  smallest  January  1  inventory 
since  1948.    The  decline  occurred  in  each  reported  class  of  hogs,  reflecting; 
the  smaller  fall  pig  crop,  fewer  sows  and  gilts  retained  on  farms  for  springj 
farrowing,  and  earlier  marketing  of  1952  spring  pigs. 
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The  modest  decline • In"  sheep- and- lambs  on  farms  this  January  com- 
pared with  a  year  earlier  was  the  net  result  of  fever  sheep  and  lambs  on 
feed  and  fewer  ewe^  lambs  but  more  ewes-  in  breeding  flocks .    Following  the 
trends  'in  recent  years,  stock  sheep  numbers  increased  in  the  native 
States.    During  1952,  these  increases  were  offset  by  decreases  in  the 
Western  States,  particularly  Texas',  Oregon,  Montana ,- Idaho  and  Washington. 
In" Texas  the  number  of  stock  sheep  was  reduced  10  percent  to  the  lowest 
point  since  1928. 

Price  Outlook  for  More 
Stability  Later  In  Year 

Prices  for  cattle  of  e^etj  grade  have  made  a  very  considerable 
adjustment.    All  classes  are  lower,  and  prices  of  cows  emd  feeder  cattle 
have  dropped  from  an  unusually  high  relationship  to  slaughter  steer  prices 
in  1951  to  an  average  or  below-average  relationship  now.    In  February,  for 
example,  prices  of  Utility  cows  at  Chicago  were  59  percent  of  the  price  of 
'Choice  slaughter  steers,  which  was  less  than  the  19^7-52  February  average 
of  63  percent.  •  •  . 

The  primary  question  in  the  cattle  outlook  Is  whether  the  adjust- 
ment is  complete  for  this  year.    The  answer  depends  principally  on  the 
extent  to  which  the  downward  pressure  of  larger  marketings  resulting  from 
the  larger  inventories  of  cattle  Is  offset  by  the  reduction  in  supply  of 
meats  competing  with  beef.    Any  change  in  overall  consumer  demand  for  meat 
would  be  a  third  factor. 

The  rate  of  increase  in  cattle  slaughter  will  be  the  most  important 
influence.    Substantially  more  cattle  will  be  slaughtered  in  I953  than  last 
year.    The  number  of  cattle  on  farms  January  1  included  I6  percent  more  on 
feed  than  a  year  before.    Virtually  all. these  will  be  marketed  during  1953* 
Moreover,  most  of  the  cattle  on  feed  are  yet  to  be  marketed.    Much  of  the 
large  slaughter  in  January  and  February-  consisted  of  cattle  that  come 
directly  from  range  and  pasture  country  or  out  of  the  Com  Belt  after  having 
been  fed  only  a  short  time.    The  composition  of  the  January  inventory  of 
cattle  on  feed  indicated  that  marketings  would  be  spaced  over  much  of  the 
year.    To  the  number  of  fed  cattle  marketed  in  1953  must  be  added  those  that 
are  marketed  directly  from  range  and  pasture  without  feeding.    This  number 
will  be  only  moderately  large  if  range  feed  supplies  are  adequate,  but  It 
could  be  much  greater  under  less  favorabift  conditions. 

Examination  of  the  January  cattle  Inventory  by  classes  reveals  that 
although  the  total  number  went  up  as  much  during  1952  as  in  1951,  more  of 
the  Increase  this  time  was  in  classes  that  would  ordinarily  be  marketed  in 
only  moderate  volume.    Almost  a  fourth  of  the  Increase  in  1952  was  in  ml.lk 
stock  and  a  third  was  in  beef  cows.    These  cattle  are  not  now  Intended  for 
large  scale  marketing  in  1953 •    Of  classes  more  likely  to  be  marketed — beef 
steors,  calves  and  helfers--the  Increase  in  1952  amounted  to  2  1/2  million 
or  9  porcent.    In  1951  the  number  in  these  classes  went  up  3  l/2  million. 
Barring  drought,  an  increase  of  I5  percent  in  total  cattle  and  calf  slaughter 
In  1953  over  1952  appears  the  most  likely  prospect . 

Weather  has  continued  dry  in  the  Plains  region,  especially  In  the  South- 
ern sections,  and  parts  of  other  areas.    Numbers  of  steers  in  Southern  Plains 
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States  have  already  been  cut  back.    Five    percent  fewer  wer©  reported  this 
January  in  Kansas,  and  32  percent  fewer  in  Texas.    Oklahoma  has  only  2  per- 
cent more  than  a  year  earlier.    However,  numbers  of  beef  ccw's  have  "been 
well  maintained,  '  If  spring  i%ins  bring  average  range  conditione,  market- 
ings fi'om  these  areas  are  not  likely  to  be  exceptionally  large.    Lack  of 
range  and  pasture  feed,-  on  the  o'ther  hand,  would  resua.t  in  farmers  selling 
many  of. the  remaining  steers  and  also  heifers  and  some  cow3.    This  would 
probably  depress  prices. 

The  15  percent  larger  cattle  and  calf  slau^ter  expected  in  the 
absence  of  drought  would  not  equal  the  current  production  (calf  crops  minus 
deaths),  and  the  number  on  farms  next  Jstnuary  would  again  be  up.  '  But  the 
gain  would  be  less.    It  would  reflect  more  young  stock  resulting  from  a 
lai'ger  calf  crop,  and  a  moderate  further  expansion  in  breedlrig  stock. 

The  total  number  of  cattle  will  not  turn  downward  until  breeding  . 
herds  are  cut  back.    The  usual  sequence. in  a  cycle  la  that  slaughter  of 
mature  steers  and  heifers,  which  had  help  up  best  during  the  low  period, 
goes  up  only  moderately.    But  a  faster  increase  occurs  in  slaughter  of 
younger  stock  and  calves,  followed  by  substantially  stepped-up  slaughter 
of  cows,.;  .       V  ; 

Cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  1953  vould  have  to  exceed  19»52  by  a 
fourth  or  more  to  Just  balance  current  production  and  thereby  prevent  an 
increase  in  inventory  numbers. 

Total  Meat  Supplies  for  1953  to  be 

Little  Different  from  1952  \  '. 

Supporting  an  outlook. for  more  stability  in  cattle  prices  the  rest 
of  .1953  is:  the  smaller  supply  expected. in  meats  competing  with  beef.  Un- 
less drou^t  forces  extreme  increases  in  cattle  marketings,  '  the  total  meat 
supply  the  remaindei*  of  thiis  year  will  be  no  larger  than  at  corresponding 
times  last  year.  ; 

i 

Hhis  prospect  cohtrasts,  with  receipt  months  when  output  of  both  beef 
and  lamb  was  stepped  up  from  the  preceding  year  and  output  of  pork  was  down 
only,  sli^tly.    Hog  slaughter  was  large  until  late- January,  when  marketings 
of  1952  spring  pigs  neared  their  end,  and  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  was 
upped  as  fewer  lambs  were  held  for  feeding  or  breeding.    In  December-Jan- 
uary, total  commercial  meat  output  was  9  percent  above  a  year  before.  But 
in  Febi-n^ary  the  rate  of  output  dropped  to  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
commencing  the  new  level  expected  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  j|| 

Production  of  pork  will  continue  smaller  because  fewer  hogs  are  I 
being- raised.  The  1952  fall  pig  crop,  from  which  hogs  will  be  marketed  m 
through  late  summer,  was  11  percent  smaller  than  the  1951  fall  crop,  Pro-J 
ducers  have  reported  plans  to  cut  bacl^  1953  spring  farrowings  by  I3  per-.  1 
cent  from  last  spring.  At  an  average  size  of  litter  this  would  amount  to  J| 
15  percent  fewer  pigs,  M 

Since  summer  farrowings  remained  up  well  last  year  while  late  fal^  3I 
fairrowings  were  reduced  sharply,  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  may  be 
comparatively  large  in  early  spring,  but  small  in  summer  months. 
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For  1953  0-3  a  whole,  pork  output  Is.,  expected  to  tbtal  .i^^^^       13  .per- 
cent "below  19!p2,    Consumption  of  pork  per  person  may  .drop  .as  ,.auo.h  ets  . 
11  pounds  or  I5  percent  below  the  72  pounds  consumed  in  1952.    This  decrease 
will : probably  keep'  hog  $)rice'B  above  last  year,  -  and  will  .have  some-  bolster- 
ihg.  effect  'nn  cattle  pr!ices,:  Prices  of  hbgs  will  appear  jfluoh  more  favorable 
relatlv.^  to  cattle  .prices  this- year  than  in  »the  last  ,  several  years  »• 

.•■  ^Ehe  ^  supply  o^flajab  and 'mutton  seems'  lilcely  to  be'sniallerthis  year. 
■  t^ah  .;iaB t* ■ :  The  rediiction-  will  probably  not"  be  great ,    Because. ' of  the  ; 
increased' suppiy- of  ..beef  /  the.  likellhood^  is  for  no  great  change"  in'  prices 
of  :liuiib;s--th46'-year-.    ^-    '  ;  ..  -f         .'  ,\  •      h  .• 

Strength  of  •  Demand  for  Meat  •  :    '  •        ■  .  :  ^-  ':.' 

to  Affect  Prices 

As  lower  prices  for  cattle  become  more  consistefitly  reflected  In., 
lower  retail  prices  of  beef,  consumers  may  increase  their  purchases  suffi- 
cientlj^' to  stabilize  ^the  market  for  cattle.,    Studies  show  that  the  response 
of  consumer 3'.tp  a  larger  supply  is  more  sluggish  at  first  . than  it  is  later. 
However,  dem^d  for  meat  the  last  several  years  .appears  to  have  been-  at 
. lea s-t,  equal  to,  or  possibly,  a.  little  above-  its  long-run  relationship  to  .:  ; 
income.    In  view  of  this,  no  marked  s.trejigtheningvof  demand  for  meat,  and  1 
no  great  increase  in  meat  prices  can  be  expected. 

Seasonality  in  January^February-  - 
Price  Declineis  ■  •■        ■  - 

•  In  19^8,  19,4.9,  and  I95O  pricea  of  .fed  steers  declined.,  sharply  in  ..• 
Jeinuary  or /February,  then  recovered  in  later  months.    The  pattern  was  so 
similar  in  these  3-  years  that  it  raises  a,  question  as  to  whether  -the  same 
trend  will  be  repeated  this  year,         ■■■  ■     .-  .  . 

Until  1948  a  January-February  dip  seldom  occurred..    On.  the  average 
•  during  the  past /2-)  or  30  years,  prices  of- Choice  slaughter  .steers-,  have 
been -highest  in  September,  have  declined  rather  steadily  until  April)  then 
have  begun  to  rise  a^in  about  June.    (,See  article  on\ seasonality.,  in  ;  i 
November-December  1952  issue  of  this  Situation, )    The  January » February 
decline  -  in  recent  years  is  sometimes  ascribed  to  increased  spending  at 
the  Christmas  holiday  and  incpiae  tax  payments  due  in, 'March,  whichvr^duce  ... 
dermnd  in  early  months  of  the  year,       .  ■ 

Until  more  years  pass  it  will  not  be  possible  to  know  if  -seasonality 
in  steer  pri-ces  has  in  fact  changed  permanently.    It  seems:  unlikely,  how- 
ever, that  a  January -February  decline  and  subsequent  recovery  have  become 
a  new  typical  pattern.    That  ki?id  of  price  trend,  in  ISkS-'^O  appears  to 
have  b^en  caused  by- other,  influences,  such  as>  .iri  I95O,  a  general  improve'- • 
ment  during  the  spring  in  business  conditions  and.  consumer  Income. 

The  conclusion  from  this  is  that  .the  1948-50  experience . of  itself 
gives  no  definite  assurance  that  prices  of.  fed  cattle  will  increase  appre- 
ciably this  spring.    It  does- suggest,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out, 
that  any  changes  in  consiomer  demand  can  have  much  to  do  with  trends  in 
prices  in  months  ahead. 
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Cattle  Pricps  to  be  under  Pre  ssure- 

until  Crest  of  (^rdle'  Passed    "       •  ■    •  ' 

Unless  dIrougM  forces  a  heavy  liquidation  of  cattle  numbers  in  the 
nejdi^year'O'i'  two^  "the  rate-'of  cattle'  slaughter  v/ill  continue  upward  for  2 
or  3  years  ar-'  ;^ossibly  longer.    Although  some  stabilizing  of  cattle' prices 
the  rest  of  this  year  may  result  from  the  reduced  supply  of  pork,  there  is 
little ' reason 'to  expect- cattle  prices  to  regain  much  of  the  loss- of  the 
last  year  uiitil  the  Cre6.t  is  passed  in  the  present '  cycle  of  cattle  numbers 
■ahd  slaughter; -  Future  trends  in  hog' production- cannot  yet  be  f 6 r^seen 
accurately,  but  it  is  possible  that  higher  hog  prices -this  year  vdll  be 
followed  by  an  increase  in  production  in  1954-    This  would  result  in  more 
pork  in  the  next  year  or  two  to  compete  with  the:  larger  supply  of  beef. 

Meat  Consumption  Up  S  pounds 

pe^  person  in  1952  ■ 

-Approximately  144  pounds  of  meat  were  consumed  per  person  of  the 
civilian  population  in  1952.    This  was  an  inci'ease  of  8  pounds  from  the 
136  pounds  consumed  in  1951  and  was  about. the  sam?  as  the  average  for  .194B- 50. 
It  was  less; than -the  rate  ih  most  years  from  1943  to  1947,  but  greater  than 
in  ye  to  ju^t  before  VJorld  War  II.    (Table  4)  ♦  / 

The  larger  consumption  last  year  than  in  1951, reflected  chiefly  an 
increase  of  1.1  billion  pounds  or  5  percent  in  meat  production.  -  Production 
rose  as  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  was  stepped  up  from  its  10  year  low  of 
26,0  million. head  in  1951  to  28.0  million  in  1952.    In  addition,  a  substan- 
tial ■i^eductidri  in  the  quantity  procured  for  the  military  fqrces  increas.ed 
the ' supply^ Available ' to  civilians.  '  In  1951,  approximately  1,347  million 
pibiinds,  carbass  weight  equivalent,  had  gone  into  military  use ,    In  1952  the 
quantity  was  dovm  430  million  pounds  to  917  millions* 


'  '  Cold  storage  holdings  of  meat  were  about' the  same  at  the  end  . of  1952 
as  a-t  the  beginning,  and  therefore  had  little  effect  on  consumption  during 
the  year.  ,  In  1951  they  had  increased  128  million  pounds,  subtracting  that 
much '-from  consumption  in  that  year. 

■  '  ■  Net  imports  of  meat  (imports  minus  exports)  were  reduced  to  286  mil- 
lion pounds  in  1952  from  369  millions  in  1951-  They  were  the  only  source  of 
meat  supply  that  decreased  in  1952. 

"1952  Imports  -of  Meat  Down  12 
■  Percent  from "1951 

The  321  million  pounds  of  meat  imported  into'  the  United  States  in  195? 
"was ''equivalent  to  46O  million  pounds,  carcass  weight,  which  was  2  percent  of 
United  -States  production.    The  1952  import  was  12  percent  less  than  was  re- 
ceived in  1951..    Imports  of  beef,  and  veal,  totaling  253  million  pounds, 
product  weight,  were  off  18  percent.    Canada,  which  had  sent  in  82  million 
pounds  in  19.51,  exported  only  1.4  million  in  1952  because  the  border  was 
closed  after  mid- February./  Canadian-Nev/  Zealand  agreement  whereby  Canada 
•  Bya  ■ 
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Table  4»-  Supply, and  distribution  of  meat.  United  States, 

by  classes^  annual  1950-53 


Supply 


distribution 


Year 


s  Com-  i 
:  mercial  : 


;  J  :  Con- 

Begin-  :    _         :  :  mercial  :     ^       ,  :  :Civilian: sumption 

ning    ,  /^?:     :  Imports:  exports  s  /^^^^  :  ^^^^f^  ,  .    ^on-  :  per 

stocks  ,  d^^-tion,  .  ^  forces  .  stocks  .g^pti on:  person 

:  ;  : shipments :  :  :  •  . 


Mil..  lb»    Mil  <lb  o   :  Mil .  lb . 


Beef  J 
1950 
1951 
1952 

Pork: 
1950 
1951 
1952 

All  meat: 
1950 
1951 
1952 


121 
147 
218 


474 
499 
549 


625 
670 
798 


9,538 
8,843 
95628 


10,714 
11,483 
11,589 


22,079 
21,909 
23,035 


322 
456 
382 


35 
51 
72 


368 
526 
460 


Milalbo    Miiab«    Miiabo  Mil^lb^^ 


21 
18 
25 


110 
136 
148 


135 
157 
174 


296 
748 
458 


251 
530 
392 


587 
1,347 
917 


147 
218 
262 


499 
549 
489 


670 
798 
797 


9,517: 

8,462 

9,483: 


10,361 
10,818 
11,181 


.21,680 
20,803 
22,-405 


Lb. 


62.5 
55.2 
61.0 


68.1 
70.6 
71,9 


142.4 
135»8 
144.1 


would  supply  the  British  market  and  New  Zealand  the  American  market,  51  mil- 
lion pounds  of  fresh  beef  and  apparently  about  8  million  pounds  of  boneless 
beef  were  received  from  New  Zealand  in  1952.    Imports  from  Argentina  ?;ere 
reduced  considerably  last  year,  while  those  from  Texicc  were  increased 
slightly,V 

Prospective  1955  Consumption  v 
about  Same  as  195?   "~       '  . 

The  meat  supply  in.  prospect  for  1953  v:ould  result  in  little  cha.nge  in 
total  con sumption,, but  would  reduce  the  average  per  person  to  141  pounds 
from  the  144  pounds  last  year. 

This  forecast  is  based  on  a  probable  increase  of  about  15  percent  in 
slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves — a  slaughter  rate  that  v/ouid  still  fail,  to 
end  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  on  farms.    Pork  production  is  con- 
sidered to  be  12  to  15  percent  less  than  in  1952. 

Consumption  of  beef  per  person  is  forecast  at  68  pounds,  up  7  pounds 
from  61.0  pounds  in  1952,  and  of  veal  at  8  pounds,  1  pound  above  1952.  But 
consumption  of  pork  per  person  may  be  down  to  61  pounds  from  the  72  pounds 
consumed  in. 19 52. 

1/  Data  on  fore^ign  trade  are  in  appendix  table  21.    Complete  data  by  country 
"of  origin  or  destination  are  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Relations,  USDA,  and  vdll  appear  in  the  Iiarch- April  issue  of  this 
Situation* 
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Changes  In- conr;Uii5)tion  will  "be  due  chiefly  to  changes  in  production. 
Net  imports  e.re  not  likely -to  chc^ngc  Rovw-vcr,  r-)inc.y/hr.it  moru  rr£.Lt 

ms-jT  ho  acquired  "by  the  military  forces.    In  February  the  President  instructed 
the  .  Defense  DepartiEent  tp  build  up  their  •  reserve  stocks  of  fresh  beef  as 
necessary  so- as  to  equal  a  fioll  120  days?  supply.- 

■OPS :  BeiEQves  Meat  Ceilini^s  and  -       •  -  :      '  ■  : 

Controls  on  Distribution  <  ••      '  '        ■  - 

Effective  February  6  all  remaining  meat  price  controls  and  other  re- 
gulations, on  the -sale  of  meat  and  livestock  were  removed.    The .decontrol 
action    applied  at  wholesale  and  retail  to  beef,  pork,  lamb,  veal,  matt(y8:/S^<^ 
horsemeat,  whether  fresh,  frozen  or  processed,  and  to  vegetable  anl-meat  pre- 
■parations  conts.ining  25  percent  or  more  meat,  ■  In  addition,  all the  •  remaining 
■distribution  regulations  were  revoked.    Slaiaghterers  do  not  have  to -register 
••with  th9  Office  of  Price  Stabilization,  the "ceiling  price  provision^of  live 
cattle  is  ended.  Federal  grading  of  meat  is  no  longer  mandatory,  and  whole- 
salers and  retailers  are  not  required  to  conform  to  specifications  in  meat 
cutting.    This  action,  following  removal  of ' certain. restrictions  last  fall 
.  and  exemption  of  lard  from  price  ceilings  on  February  12,  coii5)leted ; the  de- ; 
.control, of  livestock  and. livestock: products .    Becords.on  past  transactions 
required  by  the  OPS  regulation  must  be  retained.  : 

TJSDA  Changes  Federal  Meat  ■ .  . 

Grade  .Stamp  .  ,  . 

A  new  stamp  in  the  form  of  a  shield  enclosing  the  letters  "l^DA"  and 
the  grade  naine  has  been  designated  for  use  by  the  Department  of  Agricul't'ore 
on  all  federally  graded  meat--beef,  veal,  calf,  lamb, . yearling  lamb,  and. 
mutton.    As.  in  the  past,  the  stsmp  is  to  be  applied  in  a  ribboH'  form  on: 
meat  carcasses  in  such  a  way  that  the  Federal  grade  description  appears  on 
all  wholesale  cuts  and  most  retail  cuts. 

Federal  grading  is  available  on  a  fee  basis  to  all  slaughtering  plants 
that  either  receive  Federal  meat  inspection  or  meet  established  inspection 
and  sanitary  standards.     It  is  expected  that  the  amount  of  meat  Federally 
graded  on  a  voluntary  basis  this  year  will  be  considerably  less'  than  the 
10. U  billion  pounds  graded  in  1952,    v^ien  grading.-was  required  by  OPS  on 
almost  all  meats,  except  pork>  produced  conmercially . .However,  many  retailers 
will  continue  to  buy  and  sell  meat  on  the  basis  of  the  recognized  Federal 
grades. 

Mexico  Announces  Cattle  -  ■ 

Export  Quota  for  1953. 

The  J^lexican  Ministries  of  Agriculture  end  Economics  have  fixed  a  1953 
export  quota  of  U00,000  head  of  cattle.    These  cattle  may  be  exported  from 
Mexico  either  as  live  cattle  or  in  the  form  of  meat.    The  Mexican -Government 
has  announced  that  the  quota  for  the  first  quarter  of  1953  will  be  100,000  he 
to  be  divided  among  the  Northern  States  of  that  country  that  normally  supply 
cattle  and  meat  for  export  to  the  United  rotates.    The  Government's  policy,  is 
tT  limit  export  by  ^quotas  in  order  to  Insure  adequate  supplies  of  meat  for  th 
Mexican  population. 
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The  195,3  quota  of  400^000  head  is  slightly  less  than  the  normal  move- 
ment before  the  Mexican  border- v;as  closed  6  years  ago©  The^  quota  of  200,000 
head  for  September  to  Deceir/ber  1952  y/as  nearly  filledo .  It  beems  likely  that 
the  full  1953  quota  may  be  exported^  as  feeder  cattle  or  as  meat. 

Canadian  Border  Opened  ; 
March  1  :       *  - 

■  

Imports  ;of  livestock  and  meat  from  Canada  v/e re.  resumed  March  1  after 
having  been  prohibited  for  over  a  year.  * 

During  thi.s  embargo  Canadian  cattle  herds  have  inoreasedv-    As  they 
are  expected  to  continue  upward^,  no  great  increase  in  marketing  is  likely^ 
Since  Canada ^s  doiaestic  requirements  for  beef  are  rising  while  lower  prices 
in  the  tftiited  States  are  less  inducement  for  export,  the  shipments  of  cattle 
and  beef  to  the  United  States  during  1953  may  be  about  the  same  as  in  1951^ 
when  239,000  cattle  and  82  million ,poun,ds.. of  ■  beef  and  veal  entered^  Some- 
what more  pork  may  be  received  this  year  than  previously.    Pork  imports 
from  Canada  in  1951  were  22  million  pounds* 

With  Canadian-American  trade  resumed,  Mew.  Zealand  vdll  again  send 
its  beef  to^  Great- Britain  in  fulfillment  of  its  contract  with  that  country.© 
No  further  imports  into  the  Uni'ted  States  from  New  Zealand  are  expected* 

Quota  Limit  on  Imports  that  Qualify 
for  Lowest  Tariff"  Rates 

On  March  2  the  President  proclaimed  that  quotas  v/duld  be  reimposed 
on  the  number  <>f  cattle  that  can  be  imported  at  the  lower  .  schedule  of  tariff 
rates.7    This  was  under  authority  of  a  1947  trade  agreements-    After  April  1 
only  the  quota  niimber  will  pay  the'  lov;er. rate  and  all  in  excess  of  quota 
will  pay  a  higher  rate.  Quotas  are  -200,000  .head  per  year  of  calves  (under 
200  pounds)  and  400,000  hdad  of  cattle  (700  pounds  or  more)  •    The  increais© 
in  rate  for  any  imports  over  quota  is  one  cent  per  pound. 

Digest  of  OPS'  Regulations  Affecting 
Meat  and  Meat  Anim.als 

From  time  to  time  since  July  1951  supplemental  lists 
of  OPS  or  NPA  regulations  concerning  livestock  and  live- 
stock products  have  appeared  in  the  Situation.  Decontrol 
of  livestock  and  meat  in  February  1953  inakes  future  lists 
unnecessary. 

Issued  by  the  Office  of  Price  Stab ilization,  Eco nomi c  St abil izati on  Ag ency 
 Regulation        '    ■    '"^  :  Principal  provisions 

r  ■  ; 

Ceiling  Price  Regulation  24,  Amdt.  23  :  Eliminates  certain  reporting  re- 
Ceiling  Price  Regulation  101,  Aradt.  11:  quirements  for  slaughterers  or 
Issued  January  13,  1953  :  boners  of  beef  and  veal  or  meat 

Effective  January  17,  1953  :  purchased  from  unaffiliated  sources. 

•  ■ 

,   t   ■  ■ 

'  Continue  d- 

page  2® 
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The  following  article  siumarizes-.a  sjxecial 
study  of  recent  changes  in  price  margins-, 
in  -retailing  "beef.    The  retail,  margin  re-  . 
f erred  to  here  is  the  whole sale -retail 
portion  of  the  total  live -to -retail  margin 
discussed  on  pages  7  to  9. 

Live  cattle  prices  were  not  included  in 
this  study.  •  .-■ 


Changes  in  Ketail  Prices  and  Margins  on  Beef  for-  Selected. 
Chain  Stores,  1950  -  January.  1953.1/ 

.-:  '     :  ■     '  "    ■        .  ' 

^     Edmund  Farstad  and  Kermit  Larson      •  .     ;.,  ^ 

AgricuJLtural  Economis-ts .       ,.  .  :  ••.  •  . 

Division  of  Marketing  and  Transportation  Research 

This  reports  a  study  of  the  extent  to  which  -heef  prices  to  consumers 
In  selected  chain  stores  reflected  the  chajiges.  in  costs  .retainers  paid  for  |^ 
wholesale  beef  carcasses  during  the  period  I95O-I952  and  the  first  two  weeks  ■ 
in  January  1953.  •  ■  "  " 

Retail  Margins  for  U.  S.  Choice  Grade 

He tail. margins  for  U.  S.  -Choice  beef  in. the. firms  studied. were 
slightly  higher  in  I952  and  the  first  two  weeks  in  1953: than  in  1951,  but 
somewhat  below  the  level, of  margins  obtained  in  I95.O  (table  5).    The  esti- 
mated average  retail  dollar  margin  for  11  chain  stgre , companies  was  $10,72  per 
100  pounds  of ^wholesale  beef  carcass  in  1950,  but  dropped  to  $9«37  in  1951. 
It  was  $9.60  in  1952/  and  $9.59  for  the  :firstvtwQ  weeks  in  January  of  1953. 

Retail  margins  as  used  in  this  study  are  price  spreads  between  the  com- 
posite retail  selling  price  2/  of  100  poimdeof  carcass  beef  as  determined  by 


1/  Cities  included:  .  New  York,.  Boston,  Washington,  Atlanta,'  Dallas,  Chicago, 
Denver,  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  and-  Everett,    Sixteen  firms  furnished 
information  regarding  a.  S,:  Choice  ^^ade.of  beef  and  10  of  these  firms  fur- 
nished information  relating  to  U,  Si  .Good  grade,  of  beef  for  various  periods 
during  1950  -  January  1953.    Data  obtained  from  11  of  the  firms  permitted 
comparisons  being  ma.de  for  the  entire  period  for  U.  S.  Choice  grade  of  beef. 
But  only  if  firms  submitted  sufficient  data  to.  permit  comparisons  being  mde 
for  U.  S.  Good  gi-ade  of  beef  for  the  period  I95O,  1952,  and  January  19'53. 

2/.  The  composite  retail  beef  price  .is  de.fined  as  the  estimated  total  retail 
salea  returns  resulting  -from  the  sale  o.f  all  .retail  cuts  of  beef  including 
the  sale  of  suet,  ahop-fat,  bones  and  waste  to  renderers,  derived  from 
100  pounds  of  wholesalo  beef  carcaqs  without  deductions  having  been  made  for 
all  possible  losses  resulting  from  dehydration,  salvage  selling,  and  other 
factors.    The  composite  price  was  estimated  by  weighting  the  retail  beef  prices 
submitted  by  each  firm  by  the  irelative  importance  by  vveight  of  the  individual 
retail  cuts  to  the  wholesale  beef  carcass  as  indicated  by  the  beef  cut-out 
charts  submitted  by  each  firm.    Prices  were  estimated  on  a  weekly  basis  and 
allowances  for  i-otail  beef  price  specials  were  included  in  the  estimates. 
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cutting  tests  and:the  average  wholesale  costs  to  retailers,- arid  as 's-uch  are 
h;y^oth©tlc^i  margins .    They  do  not  make  allowances  for  all  losses  in  wel^t 
and  value  of  product  resulting  from  spoilage,  salvage  selling,  pilferage  and 
other  factors.    These  losses  are  usually  estimated  as  teing_  "between  2^  to 
6  percent  of   the  retail "sales  value  of  leef.  I  Therefore,  margins  as  calcu- 
lated here  are  fr6m'.$1.50' to  $3.50  higher  per  100  pounds  of  wholesale  "beef 
carcass  than  would  "be  actually  realized  hy  the  retailer,  depending  upbh  the 
amount  of  losses  incurred".    While  these  margins  are  not  exact  measures  of 
the  level  of  gross  returns  realized  "by  the  firms  during  the  per iod>  they, 
do. provide  a  satisfactory  indication  of  changes  which  have  occurred  iij  gross 
returns.  ■ 

•";  /  ;'    .  '  The: greatest- single  Ihcrease ■  in  dollar  margins  for  retailing  U.  S. 
'Choice  "beef  occurred  immediately  following  the  oufbrealE  of  the  Korean  war, 
when  ;margine  increased  from  $10. 21  per  100  pounds  of  -wholes-ale  -beef  carcass 
in  May  of  1$50  to^'$i2.l8-"by  August.,   Margins  declined  during  the  last  quarter 
of.  1950  to  $11.^3  in  November  of  that  year.    They  continued  to  decline  .during 

■.the  following  year,  reaching  the  lowest  level, of -the  3"year  period  in  Novem-  . 
"ber  i951>  when  they  were  $Q.kf  per  100  pounds  of  wholesale  'carcass  "beef.: 
Following  .this  low,'  margins  increased  to  $9.^3  in  Fe"bruary  of  1952  and  con-  . 

:.  tinued  to  rise  to  $10.10  in  November.    But  "by- January  1953;  margins  had  • 
declined  to  $9 -59;  5  percent  less  than  in  the  last  quarter -of  1953  and  abou.t 
the  s^me  as  a  year  earlier  .  .  .  ^  •"    ;      ^  ! 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  January  i953>  the  tjoniposite  retaii--"beef 
';  price^  as  rejported  in  this- study  37  was  approximately  the  same  as  th^  average 
'•■  pirice^.^  for  1950^,456.72  p^r  100  pounds  of  U.  S.  Choice  carcass  "beef  as  com- 
pared with  $56.62  average"  for  1950.    Retail  "beef,  prices  rose  .-during  1951  to; 
an  average  price  of  $65.93  per 'lOO  pounds.    They.  then. declin6d^' somewhat ' 
during  1952,  averaging '$0.90  for  the  year.    A  sharp  decline  of  10  percent -r.'v 
occurred  from  November  1952  to  the  first  two  weeks  in-iJanuary  of  195? ,* 

■.  The  average  cost  paiid  by  the  firms  included  in^  the  s.urvey  was  ^^5.9^  -  . 
;•  pier  ^.00  pounds  of  carcass  beef,  U.  S.  Choice  grade  in  1950.    This '  compares- ' 

with  wholq'sale  costs  averaging  $56,56  for  1951,.  $5^.30  f or  ■  1952, -  and  $1^7 .1^ 

for  the  first  two  weeks  in  January  1953.  The;  highest?  wholesale  cost,  during  • 
;.'  the  3- year , period,  was  $57-55  in  November  o'f  1951-    In  the  same  month, .' retail 

ihargins  were  at  their  lowest  level  during  the  3"year  period,  $8.^7^  per;-! 

100  pounds  of  carcass  beef.  ,  From  January  1951  through- the,  rpm^ini.ng:t)eriod 
.  of  this  report,  prices  of  retail  cuts  of  beef  were  subject,  to  the;regulh' 

tionp'of  the  Off ix;e  of  ♦Price  Stabilization.  ■ 

Margins  for  U.  S.-  Good^ Grade         '  ..;       >  '■     '  '..V  •> 


Data  for  U.  S.  Good  grade  of  beef  were  bttairied' frdin  only  if' coinpanles 
and  the.  prices,  costs,  and  margins  of  table  6  are  not  comparable  to  prices 


2/    The  composi.te  retail  price  per  100  pounds  of  wholesale  beef  carcass,  as 
presented  in  this  report  is  equivalent  rou^ly  to  about  80' percent  of  the 
average  retail  price  paid  by  consumers  per  100  pounds  of  retail  cuts  of  beef, 
since  only  about  80  out  of  every  100  pounds  of  wholesale  carpaps  beef  is  sold 
over  the  retail  counter.'    The  remainder,  reprresentlng  suet,  shop -fat,  "bone 
and  trim,  is  sold  to  rendering  plants  at  a  few  cents  per  pound. 
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and  margins  of  Table  5»    Because  of  the  small  sample,  the  average  retail 
prices,  wholesale  costs,  and  margins  in  Table  6  are  probably  not  statis- 
tically reliable  averages  for  all  chain  store  companies  in  the  United  States. 
They  do  however  suggest  certain  trends  that  have  occurred. 

Based  upon  the  records  submitted  by  the  four  companies  whose  data 
permitted  comparisons  of  margins  to  be  made  for  the  years  1950,  1952,  and 
the  first  two  weeks  of  January  1953 ^  estimated  price  margins  for  retailing 
U.  S.  Good  grade  of  beef  rose  from  $10,97  per  100  pounds  of  wholesale  car- 
cass beef  in  August  of  1952  to  $15.51  for  the  first  two  weeks  in  January 
of  1953  (table  6).    However,  margins  in  August  were  at  the  lowest  level 
recorded  during  the  3-year  period,  and  a  comparison  of  the  average  margins 
for  1952  to  1950  indicated  that  margins  were  actually  slightly  lower  in 
1952  than  for  1950,  $12.15  as  compared  to  $12.28. 

The  recent  decline  in  prices  for  Good  grade  cattle  reflects  a  very 
sharp  increase  in  the  supplies  of  cattle  of  lower  grades  resulting  from 
heavier  marketings  of  range  cattle  and  breeding  stock    as  well  as  seasonal 
increases  in  supply  of  cattle  fed    only  a  short  period.    Although  wholesale 
prices  for  U.  S.  Good  have  been  declining  sharyply  since  August  of  1952,  it 
has  been  only  recently  that  some  of  the  chain  store  organizations  have  made 
a  change  in  policy  to  handle  both  U,  S.  Good  grade  of  beef  and  U.  S.  Choice, 
There  are  difficulties  in  operating  under  a  dual  retail  price  system,  neces- 
sitating keeping  retail  cuts  separate  by  grades.    Decisions  to  handle  U.  S. 
Good  in  addition  to  U.  S.  Choice  in  Eastern  cities,  for  example,  Washington, 
D.  C=,  were  made  only  a  short  time  ago,  even  though  an  unusually  wide  dif- 
ferential between  wholesale  prices  for  U.  S.  Choice  and  U.  3.  Good  had 
existed  for  several  months. 

Trend  in  Betail  Operating  Costs 

Historically,  retail  meat  margins  change  slowly  relative  to  changes 
in  livestock  prices,    Petail  meat  margins  primarily  are  related  to  the 
prices  paid  by  retailers  for  the  cost  factors  employed  in  retailing  oper- 
ations.   Such  cost  factors  as  labor  and  rent  which  make  up  the  greater 
proportion  of  operating  costs  are  relatively  fixed  over  short  periods  of 
time;  for  example,  the  recent  period  of  decline  in  livestock  prices.  More- 
over, they  have  no  direct  connection  to  the  level  of  livestock  prices, 

V/hile  this  study  did  not  cover  changes  in  operating  costs,  previous 
BAE  research  disclosed  that  wages  accounted  for  about  65  percent  of  the 
costs  of  retailing  meat.    It  is  significant  therefore  that  the  average 
hourly  wage  paid  to  journeymen  meat  cutters  in  seven  of  the  11  cities  in 
the  survey  rose  from  an  average  of  $1,6?  per  hour  in  January  of  195^ 

to  $1,96  per  hour  in  1953.    The  extent  to  which  increases  in  operating 
efficiencies  have  tended  to  offset  higher  wages  is  not  known. 
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. »    Selected  Price  Statistics  for  Keat  Animals  l/  , 


,J  u'iu  ©i.st  IJsm 


Chit 


Cattle  and  oalvea 

Beef  steers,  slaughter  Z/ 
,    Chicago,  Prime, 
Choice 
Good  ...... 

Commercial 
Utility  . . . 
All  grades 


»•...«  v..  •  •  .  < 


Omaha,  all  grades 
Sioux  City,  all  gi 
-Cows,  Chicago  Z/ 


Utility  ,  

Calmer  and  Cutter 


Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City 
Price  received  by  farmers 


: Do liars  per: 

.    r  '  v  v 

1 

•-• 

:100 

pounds  t 

35.17 

36.78 

34.84 

34.12 

27.42 

do.  I 

33.18 

34.68 

30.86 

27.84 

24^^49 

do*  : 

30.10 

32.27 

26.10 

25.97  ■ 

22,03 

do.  1 

•    26.39-  -. 

29.59 

21.62 

^1,13 

19,67 

: 

do.  : 

22.70 

26.72 

17.77 

18.11 

17,20 

I 

do.  ] 

32.38 

34.25 

28,77 

26.04 

23,41 

do.  : 

31.04 

32.91 

26.10  . 

23.01 

21,64 

do.  t 

31.16 

32.62 

26,91 

23.13 

21.55 

S" 

t 

do.  i 

21.74 

24.26 

15,72 

15.93 

15.36 

do.  t 

19,53 

21.96 

14.38 

14.72 

14.52 

do.  : 

16.82 

19.04 

12.75 

13.08 

13.23 

t 

do.  J 

34.42 

36.84 

29.12 

31.12 

32.58 

do.  : 

25.55 

31.19 

20.50 

21.73 

20.91 

t 

do.  t 

3/25.20 

27.20 

19.70 

19.70  . 

18.80 

t-  ■ 

Aoi  t 

V28.30 

31.50 

22.40 

23.40 

23.20 

Hogs  -  ■ 

Barrows  and  gilts 
Chicago 

160-180  pounds 
180-200  pounds 


3041 J  i 


220-240  pounds   

240-270  pounds  

270-300  pounds  

All  weights  

Bight  markets  ^ ............. 

Sows ,  Chicago  ................. 

Price  received  by  farmers  ..... 

Hog-oom  price  ratio  5/ 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts 


Sheep  and  lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago 


Lambs 


Feeding,  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha 


All  meat  animals 

Index  nvunber  price  received  by  farmers 
(1910-14-100)   


Heat  t 

ITholesale,  Chicago  *  ^li  '.  tDollars  per 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Choice, '500-600  pounds  2/jlOO  poxuids 

Lamb  carcass,  choice,  30-40  pounds    .  :  do. 

Composite  hog  products,  including  lard  : 

72.84  poxrnds  fresh  :  Dollar* 

Average  per  100  povmds  i  do. 

71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cured   do. 

Average  per  100  pounds   t  do. 

Retail,  United  States  average                              :  Cents 

Beef,  Choice   grade.  :  per  poxind 

Lamb   do. 

Pork,  inoluding  lard  ,  t  do. 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS)  : 
llholesale  (1947-49=100)   .i 


1952 


Year  i 
total or:  January 
average i  


December 


1953 


January 


Feb- 
ruary 


do. 

J  18.47 

17.60 

17.04 

18. 4i 

19.34 

do. 

t  19.26 

18.50 

17.51 

19.05 

20.07 

t 

do. 

i  19.36 

18.42 

17.47 

19.04 

20.08 

do. 

:  19.18 

18.13 

17.20 

18.80 

19.92 

do. 

:  18.83 

17.58 

16.82 

18.32 

19.64 

do. 

t  18.35 

17.06 

16.44 

17.77 

19.24 

do. 

:  18.28 

17.79 

16.91 

18.31 

19.72 

do. 

t  18.13 

17.45 

16.88 

18.20 

19.65 

t 

do. 

:  16.91 

15.08 

14.43 

15.86 

17.15 

do. 

:  3/18.20 

17.40 

16,00 

17.80 

19.30 

do. 

1  10.3 

9,3 

10.4 

11.4 

12.7 

t 

do. 

t  11.1 

10.4 

10,7 

12.0 

13.5 

t 
t 

do. 

:  10.51 

14.84 

7.90 

8.51 

9.73 

t 

« 

do. 

I  3/10.80 

13.40 

7,49 

8.40 

8.55 

t 

do. 

:  27.40 

29.98 

22,07 

22.04 

22.66 

do. 

:  6/22.15 

19,18 

20,52 

20.01 

: 

do. 

:  S/24.70 

28.20 

19,50 

20,30 

20.40 

358 


53.96 
55. is 

20.44 
28.06 
24.00 
33.65 

86.2 
75.3 
41.2 


376 


66.05 

57.20 

19.85 
27.26 
23,01 
32,26 

88.4 
81.6 
42.2 


109.7  114.6 


291 


49.90 
43.74 

18.98 
26,06 
22,13 
31,03 

83,4 
68,2 
39.2 

93.2 


303 


44.65 
43.78 

20.37 
27.97 
23.47 
32.91 


98.8 


305 


39.96 
42.30 

21.33 
29.28 
24.72 
34.66 


l/  Annual  data  for  moat  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1952. 
7/  Grade  names  ^is  used  beginning  Janueury  1951. 
3/  Simple  average  of  pj-ices  for  12  months. 

4/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Ctoaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indiemapolif. 
5/  Number  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
6/  Average  of  prices  for  6  months. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  stati3t5.c5  for  meat  aniii»ls  and  meats  Xj 


Iten 


Unii 


1953 


Year 

total  oirs  January 


December 


January  :  February 


Meat  animel  irvarketings 

Index  number  (lS3c-39=100) 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 
9  Com  Belt.  States 

Cattle  and  calvea  ........... . 

Sheen,  end  lambs  ...  r .  . 


1,000 
head 
do. 


157  ' 

172 

184 

164 

4,140  " 

142 

265 

192 

■3,658  " 

142 

215 

158 

15,165 

1,096 

1,252 

1,513 

■  5,?94 

382  ^ 

523 

453 

12,694 

1,042 

1,218 

l,2C-9 

62,461 

6#S35 

7,251 

6,26? 

11  • 

7 

6 

.  5 

390  . 

1,019 

992 

IjOOS 

221 

201 

214 

216 

98 

102 

99 

100 

243 

246 

241 

243 

546 

563 

540 

651 

124 

113 

118 

120 

46 

49 

47 

48 

155 

137 

136 

135 

56 

56 

56 

55 

35.8 

36s.4 

35»4 

37 » 5 

14,8 

14.8 

14»7 

15e4 

7,167 

614 

674 

721 

651 

43 

61 

54 

581 

51 

57 

61 

8  .All 

932 

984 

842 

2,254 

248 

256 

234 

17,866 

1,509 

1,652 

1,754 

8,900 

681 

848 

769 

13.965 

1,131 

1,331 

1,406 

77,697 

■  8,416 

8,779 

7,768 

9,341 

811 

857 

923 

1,082 

76 

100 

92 

635 

54 

62 

67 

10,324 

1^30 

1,179 

1,030 

2,613 

287 

294 

270 

218 

233 

262 

17 

21 

24 

14 

18 

22 

549 

320 

489 

912 

693 

922 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspestion  : 
Nurier  slaughitered  '■ 

~\  "  .  •  ■ ,  .'^   ;  *y  -  J  '.  *  r 

Calves  . . .'. . .'. . .".     .  e ...   :   do . 

Sheep  and  lasibs  ..«.  *.-«•>  9.0  :  do. 

Hogs  ..............  e ....  .  ....... :  do. 

Percente.f-e  sows   Percent 

Average  live  weight  per  head  t 

Sheep  and  iarnbs  B••a•^^•«c«••«co»a<:  do« 

Average  production  s 

Beef,  per  head  :  do. 

Veal ,  per  head  ......«..«.......«.>;  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton,  ^jer  head  .,  ..:  do. 

Pork,  per  hsad  ^   ...i......,......*  do. 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  2/ :  do. 

Lard;  per  head  ,,.>.-.....;«,.......:  dc. 

Lard,  per  100  po'onds  live  v.^eight  , .  t  do. 
Total  production  jMillion 

Beef  ..........s,.e... ...a*. ,.,«.., .pounds 

Veal  .,.....,...<>......,.•..  > , ;  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  ..,,,,.>•....«.....:  do. 

Pork  2^/  ,  :  do. 

L^ard  .o...,,,*,,,. ...... .......>«.,*  do. 

Total  coiraiercial  slaughter  i 

l^umber  slauditered    ,  , ,  .     .si. 000 

Cattle  ,...^^t:t?.:V;:r.C.i^:head 

halves  ,.,«,.,......  .....  »t> :  do. 

Sheep  and  lan^s  ...,....,...,...«,•,.*  do. 

Hogs  '.. .  :  do. 

Total  production  sMillion 

Beef....,..,'. ... .............. ^pounds 

Veal  ............  .  .  i  •  .  :  do. 

Lamb  ajid  mutton   :  do. 

Pork  2/ '  :  do. 

Lard  ^  :  do. 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  : 

Besf  do. 

Veal  «... « ,    • ,',  . .  •  do.' 

Lamb  and  mutton  .<..,.........:  do. 

Pork  do. 

Total  meat  ajid  meat  products  4/  ;  do, 

J/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Sta^isricai  Appenaix  zo  •cms  aixua-cion. 
1/  Excludes  lard. 

3/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  ■rtiolesale  and  retail, 

i^-^  Includes .  stocks  of  sausa^ge  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  canned  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


266 
23 
21 

591 
1,036 
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Regulation 


Principal  provisions 


General  Overriding  Regulation  7,  Rev.l j  Suspends  ceiling  prices  for  sales 

Amendment  15  •  of  pork  by  slaughterers  to  their 

Issued  January  13,  1953  j  employees. 
Effective  January  13,  1953 


General  Overriding  Regulation  7,  Rev.  1 

Ainendinent  19 

Issued  February  6,  1953 

Effective  February  6,  1953 

t 

General  Overriding  Regulation  7,  Rev.  1  i 
Ajnendment  80  : 
Issued  February  12,  1953  j 
Effective  February  12,  1953  : 


Exempts  all  livestock  and  meat  from 
price  controls  and  revokes  all  of 
the  meat  distribution  regulations. 


.Exempts  from  price  control  all  fats 
and  oils,  including  lard  but  ex- 
cluding margarine. 


STATISTICAL  APPEi'DIX 

The  following  section  is  an  appendix  of  data  on  meat  animals 
similar  to  that  given  in  this  Situation  each  February  since  1949. 

The  tv;o  pages  of  statistics  in  each  issue  of  this  Situation, 
together  with  occasional  additions  or  revisions  given  in  special 
sections  of  the  text,  can  be  used  to  keep  this  appendix  to  date. 

Tables  of  this  appendix  having  no  credit  line  present  data 
from  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  the  Division  of  Livestock  and  Poultry 
Statistics,  or  the  Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    Several  tables,  as  credited, 
were  taken  or  compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Branch,  Production 
and  l.iarketing  Administration"^!   llndexes  of  v/holesale  and  retail  prices 
of  meat  are  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.  S.  Departr.ient  of 
Labor,  and  population  and  certain  foreign  trade  data  are  from  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 

I'ore  complete  compilations  of  statistics  of  livestock  and  meats 
may  be  obtained  by  referring  to  Agricultural  Statistics  (USDA) »  Live- 
stock i:arket  llews  Statistics  and  Related  Data  (PIJ^)  or  annual  issues 
of  Crops  and  iiarkets  (BA.E),  and  to  the  regularly  scheduled  livestock 
reports  released  during  the  year  by  the  BAE# 
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Index  to  Statistical  Appendix 
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le    Number  of  livestock  on  farms  January  1,  by  regions,  1945 
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7«    Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms,  lamb  crop  and  disposition. 

and  live  v/eight  of  farm  production.  United  States  1933  to  date  •  A-  9 

8,    Number  of  stocker  end  feeder  cattle  and  calves  and  sheep  and 
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Table  A-l«-  Number  of  livestock  on  farms  January  1, 
by  regions,  1945  to  date 


Year 


North  Central 


North        .  . 
Atlantic    !       East      *  Wast 


South 
Atlantic 


South 
Central 


Western  t 


United 
States 


1,Q00. 
head 


1,000 

head 


1 ,000 
head 


1,000 

head" 


1,000 
head ' 


1,000 
head 


All  cattle  and  c'^lyes 


Milk  cows 


1,000 
head 


1945  . 

.  5,366 

13,513 

25,746 

5,603 

21,190 

14,155 

85,573 

1946'  ! 

!  ',  "5,171 

,  '13,061" 

24,000 

5,478  ■ 

20,559 

13,966 

82,235 

1947       ^  'i 

.5,155 

13,067  v- 

,■23,439 

5,457 

19,913' 

'13,523 
'  "13.,  334 

80,554 

1948. 

!  •■"'"5,113 

12,472  ■ 

'  22,057 

5,364  ^ 

18,831 

77,171 

1949 

-,5,140 

12,327 

.22,448 

5,243'0  b 

■:r  18,185 

13,487 

.76,830 

1950  ;   j:.  5,173 

1951  t  5,174 

12,598  . 

22,587 

5  ,  489  • 

18,901^ 

.13,215 

77,963 

12,910 

23,690 

5,878 

20,396' 

■  ''13,977 

82,025 

1952-  •* 

5,394  . 

'  13,471  .-. 

25,9.10.  . 

6,408  ' 

'  21,390 

15,271 

87,844 

1953  1/  < 

..-  5,659 

14,437 

28,000 

6,989' 

22,5'60 

16,051 

93,696 

01- 


11- 


r  ^ 


i. 


1945 

3,457 

6,854-'^  ' 

7,002 

2,102 

5,806 

2,549 

27,770 

1946 

t 

3,364 

6,696"^>  .Oil!.' 

6,486 

2,078-  ■ 

5,454 

2,443 

26,521 

1947 

• 
• 

3, 340,, ^  J.... 

6,585 
6,314- 

.6,257 

2,039 

■  5,227 

2,394 

25,842 

1948 

3,2'75  '  ■■ 

'5,825 

2,013 

4,908 

2,280 

24,615 

1949 

C  ' 

.  -.5,277  . 

6,123'.  ;  -  •  : 

6,612 

1,982 

4,655   •  ■ 

•2,213 

23,862 

1950 

3,280 

6,078  3^0 Ci" 

5,542 

2,009 

■  4,752  ■ 

'2-,  192 

23,853 

1951 

3,232 

6,034  ■ 

5,474 

2,039,  . 

4,794 

'2,149 

23,722 

1952  ■  \  ' 

1953  1/  ' 

3,252 

■  5,960- •/  • 

6,Sl-i; 

.2,035 

4,676 

2,125 

2.3,369 

f 

3,336 

6,088.  r"''' 

5,415 

2,119 

4,874 

2,164  ' 

*  23,996 

Other  cows 


1945 

1946  ;  . 

1947  .  > 
1948 
1949 
1950 

.•1951  .  .  . 

1952  I 

1953  1/ 


,1945  : 

1946  ^ 

1947  : 

1948  , 

1949  t 
1950 

1951  •  '  • 
1952 
1953  1/ 


56 
•  .-55^ 

.  56 
54 
55 
58 
'  "79 
106 


oicr 


687-  -4,291 
« ■625*  •  * ♦ •  4,186 

^r.4,335 

651  ^  4,236 
J-QiC  4,478 


-■'I 


.  713 
,782 
924 
1,0'77 


4,883 
5,723 
6,268 


1,010 
1,027  •■  ' 
'  l,()74,e:q 
1,067^., 
1,001'- 

•  1,123- 
,  .    a, 2  56 

•  1,435.;-^.^.,': 
/    1,678  * 


«  •  •  ■  r 


Total  milk  stnimals  2/ 


Total  aniihdls  other  theai  for  milk  Z/' 


5,800 

4,612 

16,456 

5,884 

4,629 

16,408 

5,836 

4,516 

16,488 

5,647 

4,426,  . 

16,010 

5,512 

4,465 

15,919 

5,782 

4.692 

16,743 

6,483  . 

4,934 

18,396 

7,025 

5,404 

20,590 

7,674 

.5,703.  „  , 

22,506 

4,903 

9,97,9 

.  10,352 

3,084 

8,622 

3,9Q9 

40,849 

•4.,  722 

.9,694 " 

■■■  9,499 

'2,996      ■  ■ 

7,965 

3,713  - 

38,549 

4,708 

9,562 

9,157 

2,970'j.7  00' 

7,653 

3,633 

37,683 

4,679    .  . 

.     ..  9*2.47  .  . 

8,598  . 

.  .  .2,938,  ,  c 

7,215 

3,492 

36,169 

4,701 

9,041 

•  8,323 

2,902 

6,899  , 

3,404 

35,270 

4,744 

9,075 

8,265 

2,975 

7,014- 

3,382 

35,455 

4,731 

'  9,097 

8,222 

3,059 

7,141 

3,356 

35,606 

4,868 

9,085 

8,069 

3.112 

.  7,100. 

3,403 

35,637 

5,072 

9,359  .^g 

8,300. 

3,255 

7,383 

3,510 

36,879 

1945 

463  . 

3,534 

-  -,.!L5»394 

2,  519-),»,.-y  • 

12,568 

10,246 

44,724 

1946 

1 

449  ~ 

3,407 

■    ^1*4, 501 

2,482  • 

12,594 

10,253 

43,686 

1947- 

447  . 

,  -3,505 

■     '.14  ,.282.  •  . 

■  2',487  ■ 

12,260 

9,890 

42,871 

1948 

! 

.  434 

3,225 

13,459 

2*426 

11,616 

9,842 

41,002 

1949 

>,'■ 

439  ■ 

3,286 

14,125 

2,341  , 

ll,2Pr6,  . 

10,083 

41 , 560 

1950 

429 

3,523 

14,322 

2,514 

Il.f87 

9,833 

42,508 

1951 

■  443 

•.  3,813'. 

15,468 

'.2,819 

l.',255' 

10,621 

46,419 

1952 

526 

4,386 

17,841 

3,296 

14,290 

11,868 

52,207 

1953  1/ 

587  , 

5,078  . 

01-7.^9,700 

3,734 

15,177  - 

12,541 

56,817 

For  footnotes  see  next  page. 


Continuei- 
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T«fble  fsf-lit-  IJumbe'r  of  livestock  on  faitfes  Jaiiaalpy  1, 
•    by  regions,  1945  to  'date  '(Con'tinued) 


Yenr 


Mo'rtK  Central 


gorth. 
Atiejitjc 


West 


South 
Atlantic 


South 
Cshtral 


iWestem 


United 
States 


!      Is 000,^  ;^ 

,■1,000. 

1,000 

1,000 

.1,000 

:  l.,GG>0 

1,000 

!  ;heaci 

head 

head 

head 

head 

hsad  . 

.  he9-d , 

:       .            •                                                    Hogs                               .  I 

1945 

:  1,561 

15,420 

24,048 

5,738. 

10,li2 

"  2'i494 

59,373 

1S45 

!  1,380 

16,491 

26,627 

5,082 

9,486 

2,240 

61,306 

1S47 

:  1,300 

15,566 

23,561 

5,335 

9,135 

1,913 

.56,810  . 

1948 

!  1,305 

14,842 

21,952 

5,530  . 

9,030 

..  1»931 

54,590 

1949 

!  1,322 

15,153 

23,410 

5,372 

8,945 

2,055 

56^257 

1950 

!  1,271 

16,297 

24,809  ■ 

■     •  .5,591. 

9,095 

; :  1,989 

58,852 

1951 

1,245 

17,594  i 

27,534 

5,513 

9,121 

1,845 

62,852 

1952 

t  1,272 

17,894 

28,189 

5,766 

8,503 

1,958 

63,582 

1953  1/ 

1,214 

16,051 

23,785 

5,401 

6,685 

1,496 

54,632 

All 

sheep .  an.d  lamb  s 

1945 

660 

4,297 

9,891 

809 

11,650  . 

19,213 

46,520 

1946 

587 

3,992 

8,590 

770 

11,039 

17,384  , 

42,362 

1947 

524 

3,507 

7,690 

737 

9,957 

15,083 

37,498 

1948  ! 

476 

3,323 

6,268 

694 

8,966  .  =. 

.14,610 

34,337 

1949 

446 

2,959  ■ 

5,623 

677 

7,734  1- 

1^13,504 

30,943 

1950  ! 

423 

2,835 

•  5 ,375 

•    ^  674 

7,851 

r  12,670 

29,826 

1951  ! 

i    430  • 

2,839 

5,583 

705 

8,180 

12,898 

30,635  •• 

1952  ! 

463 

3,181 

6,231 

741 

7,555 

13,917 

32,088 

1953  1/  ! 

494 

3,372 

6,243 

761 

6,852 

13,889 

31,611 

Stock  sheep  and  lambs 

: 

1945            :            624  ^ 

3,347 

6,322 

809 

11,390 

17,117 

39,609 

1946            :  .550 

2,959 

5,240 

770 

10,804 

15,202 

35,525 

1947  1 

489 

2,686 

4,718 

737 

9,672 

13,503 

31,805 

1948  ! 

451 

2,483 

4,185 

694 

8,841 

12,832  , 

29,486 

1949 

421 

2,262 

3,800 

677 

7,599 

12,181 

26,940 

1950  ) 

40S 

2,212 

.3,672 

674 

7,693 

.  11,;528 

26,182 

1951  ! 

411  ' 

2,298 

3,966 

705 

8,025 

11,848 

27,253 

1952  ! 

442 

■•.  2, 539'  " 

•  4>408  • 

741  • 

7,373 

•  12,547. 

28,050 

1953  1/  ! 

V:  2,667  : 

4,524 

761 

6,784  , 

12,646 

27,857 

Horses                                                         "    "   '  ' 

1945  'i 

582 

1,561  ,^ 

2,929 

525 

1,771 

1,347 

8,715 

1946            :            549  . 

.1,392  01 

2,65.2 

520 

1,714 

1,254  ■ 

8,081 

1947           :  508 

1,217  * 

2,301 

■    ' 512  ' 

1,639 

1,163'  , 

7,340 

1948            :  459 

1,062 

2,043 

499 

1,566 

1,075 

6,704 

1949  : 

409 

922 

1,812 

475 

1,484 

994 

..6,09.6 

1950           :  355 

800 

1,594 

454 

1,410 

935 

5,548 

1951            1  312 

698 

1,391 

424 

1,303 

866'  • 

4,  §93 

1952            t  267 

568 

1,145 

382 

1,162 

'  786 

4,330  ■  . 

1953  1/  ) 

23*7  . 

503 

988 

353 

1,053 

•735.  V 

3,870" 

All 

work  stock  4/ 

1945  i 

615 

1,665 

3,199 

1,414 

3,653 

1,404 

'11, '9  50 

1946  ! 

579 

1,477 

2,890 

1,385 

3,471, 

1,306 

11,108. 

1947  ! 

535  :■: 

,  1,285 

2,488 

1,345 

'3,266 

.  1,210 

10;i29 

1948  : 

482  .  , 

^  ■1,120  ' 

2,190  - 

1,303 

.3,067  . 

1,117  • 

9,279. 

1949  i 

428  .: 

1,934 

1,246 

■2,887 

I;:  1,032 

8,498 

1950            ,            371  ' 

1,697 

1,190  •■ 

'  2,711 

969  • 

7,781 

1951           :  '326 

756. 

1,470 

1,124 

2,515 

896 

7,037- 

1952           ,  280*" 

'  621  ' 

1,210 

1,037  ' 

*2,2sr 

'     ■■  814 

-  6,243  ■ 

1953  1/      J            249  • 

532 

1,043 

960 

2,088 

764 

5,636 

Tieifers  and  calve.s,  and  all  steers  and  bulls* 
in  this  category.    4/  Horses  sind  mules* 


heifers  and  heifer,  calves- kept  for  milk  cows. 


3/  Oth( 


.er  cows. 


Most  of  .the  cattle  on  feed  January  T  are  included 
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Table 'A-3e-  plumber  of /cattle  and  calves,  and  sheep  and  lambs,  on  feed 

'  January"  li  bj'-'. regions i  1937- to  date-    .  ! 

Cattle  and  calves 


>  « 

Uortb  Central 

S'fcates  '} 

Texas 

I    Western  States  s 

W  Year 
■ 

5    Penn-  3 
f  sylvania  J 
t  : 

East 
North 
Central 

??iest,  Tvorth  Central: 
i  .3  Corn  :."  .   ,4  .  , 
r  Belt  l/:Plains  Z/t 

and 
Okla* 

horaa 

iornia 

:■  •■  • 

•  « 

Ot;n,er 

•  • 

'■  Tifestern  ■ 
t  .  .       ,  : 

United 
States 

.1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

LvOOO 

1,000 

1  ^000 

1,000 

>  ; head  ' 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

Bl937 

!  84 

'740 ; 

.  947 

333 

125 

138 

 •• 

i        392  ^ 

2,759. 

1938  i 

J  92 

840 

1,199 

■452'  ' 

•  192 

:.  •  152 

i       •  409 

3,336 

1939 

5  '  78 

855 

1,166 

630 

194 

125 

;  .  355 

3,303 

1940 

5  74 

944 

1,330 

522 

194 

163 

.  406 

3^,633 

1941        :  72 

1,002 

lsS09 

639 

230 

169 

■■444"^ 

4,065 

1942 

\  70 

.961. 

.1,521 

772 

251 

128 

. .      482  ■ 

4,185 

1943  J 

!  80 

993 

1,612 

'"9^8"  ■ 

'  264 

"  ,  ^  154 

414  ; 

4,445 

1944 

s  75 

905 

1,517 

802 

172 

134 

410 

.4,015 

1945 

70 

907 

1,642 

1,020 

210 

125 

437 

4,411 

1946  1 

}  82 

,888 

1,500 

948 

166 

149 

478"*^ 

4,211 

1947  I 

!  90 

.  9  .61 

1^552 

:  904 

171 

166 

478 

4,322 

1948  J 

1     '  85 

850 

1,250 

744 

165  " 

\  '  209. 

518 

3,821 

1949  ! 

!  88 

939 

1,501 

'965 

214 

258 ; 

576 

4,540 

1950 

i  88 

976 

1^564 

909 

216 

196 

514 

4,463 

1951  J 

!  90 

967 

1,549 

936  ■ 

'239 

248: 

.  569 

4,598 

1952        3  90 

1^009' 

'  1,597 

•    •  K0'41- 

.   241  - 

.   .  383- 

663- ■ 

5,024 

1953  3/  :  94 

1,217 

1,981 

1,282 

263 

327: 

672 

5.836 

11  Corn  Belt  States" 4/ 


Sheep  and  lambs 


Western 


East 


.¥/est 


New  York 


1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1942 
1943 
1944 
ll  1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 

1953  3/  

1/  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri 


United 
States 


1,000  ■    :  ' 

l^POO  \  : 

•  '  a.'ooo    -■  •  . 

.  l.,000 

1,000 

head  ;  ■ 

head 

head 

head 

head , 

1,203 

1,590 

2,754 

50 

.  5,597 

1,368 

1,913 

2,765  ■ 

■  45 

6,091 

1,194 

2,639 

45 

5,885 

1,172 

1,987 

2,642    \    >.  1 

■    '40  '     .  ' 

5^841 

1A86 

2,492 

2,744 

54  '■ 

6,479 

1,083 

2,761 

2,978 

45 

..  6,867 

1,049 

3,260 

•  2,596 

49 

6,954 

1,031 

.2,931.  ' 

2,506;       ■  ^■ 

;'^-44'  ^■ 

6,512  • 

950 

■  3';,  404'    :  ' 

'  .  ■  2,52r    •   V  \\ 

*      —  36  ; 

6,911 

1,033 

3,182 

2,585 

57' 

6,837 

821 

2,872 

1,965 

35 

.     .  5,693 

840 

2^003 

,  1,983 

.  ,25 

4,851 

697  " 

1,771  - 

.  1,510    :   /  ■ 

>  2b     '  ■ 

4,003 

623 

1,649 

.    1,362     ■  •  ' 

■    -20     '  . 

3,644 

541 

1,571 

1,251 

19 

5,382 

642 

1,761 

■  1,614-  ' 

■   i'21  ••  -  . 

.  .4,038 

705 

1.657 

1,373 

19 

3,754 

Nebraska,  Kansas. 

^/preliminary.  4/ North  Central  States,  except' North.  Dakptao  ^/ Eight  mountain 
States,  three  PacTfio  States,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and.  North  Dakota,"^ 
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Table  A-10.-  Livestock  slaughtered  and  meat  and  lard  produced,  by  class  of  slaughter.  United  States,  1939  to  dste  l/ 


Livestock  slaughter 


Coinmaroial 


;oni-;srcial 


Year 

!  Fade rally 
inspeotsd 

:  Oti-Lcr  iviaole-     :  -n^-hal 
s  sale  and  retail ;  '' 

s    Farm  : 
I  : 

Total 

federally 
inspected 

:  Other  whole- 
:sale  and  retail 

1      Total  ' 

Fam  ! 

Total 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.  I'illion 

nillion 

lliliion  ; 

rrrricn " 

lliliion 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

poar.ds 

pounds 

pounds  poijuids 

pou:ida 

:  Cattle 

1939 

:  9,446 

4,604 

14,050 

571 

14,621 

f  4,803 

1,965 

6,786 

225 

7,011 

1940 

:  9,743 

4,644 

14,387 

571 

14,958 

4,964 

1,934 

6,943 

227 

7,175 

1941 

.  1C,952 

4,916 

15,848 

571 

Id, 419 

i  5,732 

2,125 

7,858 

224 

8,082 

1942 

.  12,340 

5,047 

17,387 

646 

18,033 

6,313 

2,249 

8,592 

251 

8.543 

1943 

11,721 

5,416 

17,137 

708 

17,845 

!       5, £56 

2,340 

8,306 

265 

6,571 

1944 

13,955 

5,035 

18,990 

854 

19,344 

!  6,652 

2,149 

8,801 

311 

9,112 

1945 

!  14.531 

6,244 

20,775 

919 

21,694 

!  7,236 

2,700 

9,956 

340 

10,276 

1946 

.  11,4C2 

7,479 

18,881 

943 

19,824     J  5,661 

S,349 

9,010 

563 

9,373 

1947 

!  15,524 

6,009 

21,533 

871 

22,404 

!  7,535 

2,561 

10,096 

335 

10,432 

1948 

12,994 

5,392 

18,366 

791 

19,177 

:  6,433 

2,333 

6,766 

309 

9,075 

194P 

•  13,222 

4,791 

18,013 

752 

18,765 

:  6,998 

2,144 

9,142 

297 

9,439 

195C 

13,103 

4,798 

17,901 

723 

18,624 

;  7,051 

2,197 

9,246 

290 

9,538 

1951 

.  11,879 

4,497 

16,376 

724 

17,100 

:  6,431 

2,118 

8,549 

294 

8,343 

1952 

•  13,165 

4,701 

17,866 

7,157 

2,184 

9,341 

2/287 

9,628 

Calves 

:  Veal 

1939 

5,264 

3,172 

8,436 

755 

9,191 

:  559 

343 

907 

84 

991 

1940 

5,358 

3,003 

8,361 

728 

9,089 

;  568 

328 

896 

35 

9S1 

1941 

•  5,461 

3,107 

8,568 

684 

9,252 

599 

353 

952 

84 

1,036 

1942 

.  e,7SC 

3,317 

9,077 

641 

9,716 

:  667 

399 

1,066 

85 

1,151 

1943 

5,209 

4,111 

9,320 

620 

9,940 

:  597 

481 

1,073 

89 

1,167 

1944 

7,769 

5,749 

13,518 

724 

14,242 

!  926 

703 

1,629 

109 

1,738 

1945 

7,020 

5,884i 

12,904 

753 

13,657 

!  823 

729 

1,552 

112 

1,664 

1946 

5,841 

5,569 

11,410 

766 

12,176 

:  642 

687 

1,329 

114 

1,443 

1947 

7,933 

5,080 

13,013 

713 

13,726 

:  904 

589 

1,493 

112 

1,605 

1948 

6,907 

4,360 

11,767 

611 

12,378 

791 

532 

1,323 

100 

1,423 

1949 

6,449 

4,3r9 

10,828 

570 

11,398 

!  746 

494 

1,240 

94 

1,334 

1950 

5,850 

4,123 

9,973 

531 

10,504 

667 

470 

1,137 

93 

1,230 

1951 

4,985 

3,433 

8,417 

495 

8,913 

:  583 

389 

972 

89 

1,061 

1952 

5,294 

3,606 

8,900 

:  651 

431 

1,082 

2/  88 

1,170 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Lamb  and  mutton 

1939 

17,241 

3,776 

21,017 

597 

21,614 

694 

152 

846 

26 

1940 

17,349 

3,851 

21,000 

571 

21,571 

!  702 

150 

852 

24 

876 

1941 

18,122 

3,605 

21,727 

582 

22,309 

749 

150 

899 

24 

923 

1942 

21,624 

3,383 

25,007 

57S 

25,585 

87S 

139 

1,018 

24 

1,042 

1943        :  23,363 

3,134 

26,497 

576 

27,073 

958 

122 

1,080 

24 

1,104 

1944 

21,875 

2,913 

24,793 

562 

25,355 

887 

114 

1,001 

23 

1,024 

1945 

21,218  • 

2,850 

24,068 

571 

24,639 

913 

117 

1,050 

24 

1,054 

1946 

19,384 

2,350 

22,234 

554 

22,788 

850 

96 

946 

22 

938 

1947 

16,667 

1,640 

18,207 

499 

18,706 

717 

62 

779 

20 

799 

194S 

15,343 

1,554 

16,897 

474 

17,371 

665 

63 

728 

19 

747 

1949        s  12,136 

1,240 

13,576 

404 

13,780 

536 

51 

587 

16 

603 

1950 

11,739 

1,113 

12,352 

392 

13,244 

534 

47 

581 

16 

597 

1951 

10,056 

1,019 

11,075 

343 

11,418 

465 

43 

508 

14 

522 

1952 

12,694 

1,271 

13,965 

581 

54 

635 

2/  13 

648 

Hogs 

!                                 Pork  excluding  lard 

1959 

41,365 

11,213 

52,581 

13,980 

66,561 

5,552 

1,537 

6,889 

1,771 

8,660 

1S40  ! 

50,398 

13.057 

63,455 

14,155 

77,610 

6,614 

1,632 

8,246 

1,798 

10,044 

1941 

46,520 

12,088 

56,608 

12,789 

71,397 

6,345 

1,559 

7,904 

1,624 

9,528 

1942 

53,897 

12,117 

66,014 

12,533 

73,547 

7,562 

1,672 

9,234 

1,642 

10,876 

1943 

63,431 

17,779 

81,210 

14,016 

95,226 

9,308 

2,454 

11,762 

1,876 

13,640 

1944  : 

69,017 

15,500 

84,517 

13,551 

93,068 

9,456 

2,046 

11,502 

1,802 

13,304 

1945 

40,960 

17,300 

58,250 

13.631 

71,891 

6,387 

2,456 

8,843 

1,854 

10,697 

1946 

44,394 

18,000 

62,394 

13,721 

75,115 

6,642 

2,592 

9,234 

1,916 

11,150 

1947  : 

49,116 

12,813 

61,929 

12,072 

74,001 

7,080 

1,731 

8,511 

1,691 

10,502 

1948  : 

47,615 

12,054 

59,669 

11,200 

70,369 

6,332 

1,654 

8,486 

1,569 

10,055 

1949  : 

53,032 

10,729 

63,761  ■ 

10,236 

74,997 

7,352 

1,523 

8,875 

1,411 

10,286 

1950  : 

56,964 

12,579 

69,543 

9,720 

79,263 

7,788 

1,609 

9,397 

1,317 

10,714 

1951  J 

62,054 

14,007 

76,061 

9,520 

85,581 

8,407 

1,783 

10,190 

1,293 

11,483 

1952  : 

62,451 

15,246 

77,697 

8,411 

1,913 

10,324 

2/1,265 

11,589 

Lard  production 

3/ 

All  neat 

excluding  lard 

Million 

Million 

Uillion 

Million 

Million  J 

) 

1939  ! 

pounds 
1,272 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

poojids 
2,037  . 

11,608 

3,820 

15,428 

2,106 

17,534 

1940  1 

1,527 

2,238 

12,843 

4,094 

16,942 

2,134 

19.076 

1941  : 

1,526 

2,228  J 

13,425 

4,188 

17,613 

1,956 

19,569 

1942  ; 

1,724 

2,401  ! 

15,451 

4,459 

19,910 

2,002 

21,912 

1943  J 

2,080 

2,865  : 

16,629 

5,397 

22,226 

2,256 

24,432 

1944  J 

2,367 

3,054    1  17,921 

5,012 

22,933 

2,245 

25,176 

1945  : 

1,311 

2,066  ; 

15,359 

6,002 

21,361 

2,330 

23,691 

1946  : 

1,344 

2,138  J 

13,795 

6,724 

20,519 

2,415 

22,934 

1947  ! 

1,722 

277 

1,399 

427 

2,426  ! 

16,236 

4,943 

21,179 

2,159 

23,338 

1948  ! 

1,680 

252 

1,932 

424 

2,356  . 

14,721 

4,582 

19,303 

1,997 

21,300 

1949  : 

1,923 

247 

2,170 

382 

2,552  : 

15,632 

4,212 

19,844 

1,818 

21,662 

1950  1 

2,009 

309 

2,318 

313 

2,631  1 

16,040 

4,323 

20,363 

1,716 

22,079 

1951  ! 

2,225 

342 

2,567 

297 

2,864  ; 

15,886 

4,333 

20,219 

1,690 

21,909 

1952  : 

2,234 

379 

2,613 

16,800 

4,582 

21,382 

2/  1 ,653 

23,035 

_^  ginning  1940,  excludes  slaughter  and  meat  production  undor 
2/  Preliminary  estimate.    3/  Including  rendered  pork  fat. 
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Table  A-Ji-  Livestock  slaughtered  smd  meat  produced  under  Federal  inspection  and  in  other 
coin;  ercial  establishments.  United  States,  by  months  1951  and  1952 


Cattle 


Calve 


Slaugr ter 


Feder- 
ally in- 
Epeoted 


Other  '. 
wholesale ; 
and  ; 
retail  j 


Total 
com- 
mercial 


Beef  produotidn 


Feder- 


t    Other  I 
rv/holesale: 
^lly.^^-,      and  , 


spected 


retail 


Total 
com- 
mercial 


Feder- 
ally in- 
spected 


Slaughter 
Other  ! 

wholesale  j 
and  I 
retail  ; 


Total 
com- 


Veal  productio'n" 


Feder- 
ally in- 


mercial ' spected 


Other  : 
wholesale: 
and  : 
retail  : 


Total 
com- 
mercial 


1,000 

heed 


i,oo-» 

head 


1,000 

head 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
potmds 


1,000 

head 


1,000 

head 


1,000 
head 


Million 
poimds 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
pounds 


Jan.  : 

1,160 

1  ,OOU 

642 

200 

842 

433 

327 

760 

45 

36 

81 

Feb.  : 

887 

334 

1,221 

490 

160 

650 

375 

279 

654 

37 

29 

66 

Mar.  : 

965 

337 

1 ,302 

534 

162 

696 

447 

312 

759 

42 

31 

73 

Apr.  : 

894 

333 

1     O  O  T 

1  ,dc  1 

499 

159 

658 

406 

271 

677 

39 

28 

67 

May  ; 

SOD 

6'iC 

ceo 

164 

716 

414 

259 

673 

43 

28 

71 

June  ; 

10  1 

T  TIT 
1,111 

A'ZC 

T  C  C 

lob 

cnT 
591 

406 

O  ylT 
Z41 

647 

49 

29 

78 

July  : 

920 

367 

T    o  o  rr 
1  ,<io7 

503 

173 

676 

408 

257 

665 

54 

32 

86 

Aug.  : 

1,064 

443 

1  ,507 

558 

209 

767 

422 

304 

726 

59 

39 

98 

Sept .  s 

956 

416 

1 ,372 

502 

]  95 

697 

373 

293 

666 

51 

36 

87 

Oct.  : 

1,140 

461 

1 ,601 

CO  T 

00 1 

208 

789 

50C 

336 

836 

68 

38 

106 

Nov.  } 

1    1  ?9 
J.  ,  xcc 

X  ,  \j1kJ 

vO  u 

1  fin 

7RR 
1  oo 

7^^ 

R7 

ot 

Q1 

2/X 

Dec .  ; 

J  JO 

OCi  1 

"id? 

152 

fiQQ 

?  RR 
coo 

fin? 

Due 

OO 

lear  2 

11 fO  IV 

A  4.Q7 

T  (\  "JVC 

P. 

D  ,  *t01 

c  f  no 

R  SAQ 
o ,  orty 

A.  QR  R 

O  ,  *rOO 

R   U.1  fi 

RRS 

oo  V 

sic 

.952  l/j 

Jan."  X 

1.096 

413 

1,509 

614 

197 

811 

382 

299 

681 

43 

32 

75 

Feb.  : 

985 

341 

1,326 

556 

165 

721 

343 

271 

614 

37 

29 

66 

'Jar.  : 

928 

347 

1,275 

518 

167 

685 

397 

303 

700 

39 

31 

70 

Apr.  t 

938 

370 

1,306 

526 

177 

703 

406 

296 

702 

41 

31 

72 

May  ; 

1,009 

369 

1,378 

565 

177 

742 

388 

268 

656 

45 

32 

77 

June  : 

966 

350 

1,316 

533 

166 

699 

392 

258 

650 

50 

33 

83 

July  J 

1,100 

398 

1,498 

602 

184 

786 

430 

289 

719 

57 

37 

94 

Aug.  : 

1,135 

408 

1,543 

609 

186 

795 

426 

298 

724 

61 

40 

101 

Sept.  : 

1,215 

43G 

1,651 

644 

197 

841 

496 

325 

821 

69 

42 

111 

Oct.  : 

1,390 

479 

1,869 

720 

213 

933 

601 

363 

964 

82 

46 

128 

Nov.  t 

1,151 

390 

1,541 

596 

172 

768 

510 

311 

821 

66 

39 

105 

Deo,  : 

1,252 

400 

1,652 

674 

183 

857 

523 

325 

848 

61 

39 

100 

Year  : 

13,165 

4,701 

17,866 

7,157 

2,184 

9,341 

5,294 

3,606 

8,900 

651 

431 

1,082 

Sheep 

and  leaabs 

3 

Hogs 

All  meat  production 

SI aughter 

t  Lamb 

and  mutton  ; 

Slaughter 

:       Pork  production 

excluding 

lard 

production 


}  Other: 
Feder- ,whole- : 
ally  :  sale  : 
in-  .     and  : 
spected jretail: 


1,000 
head 


1,000 

head 


1,000 
head 


Mil. 
lb. 


Mil. 
lb. 


Jan.  ; 

1,058 

78 

1,136 

50 

4 

54 

6,584 

1,463 

8,047 

896 

189 

1,085 

1,633 

429 

2,062 

Febo  t 

740 

53 

793 

36 

2 

38 

4,159 

1,206 

5,365 

571 

149 

720 

1,134 

340 

1,474 

Mar,  : 

738 

63 

801 

37 

2 

39 

5,117 

1,210 

6,327 

684 

153 

837 

1,297 

348 

1,645 

Apr.  : 

657 

68 

725 

33 

3 

36 

4,989 

1,122 

6,111 

672 

141 

813 

1,243 

331 

1,574 

May  : 

657 

67 

724 

31 

3 

34 

4,952 

1,050 

6,002 

665 

133 

798 

1,291 

328 

1,619 

June  : 

811 

79 

890 

36 

3 

39 

4,700 

958 

5,658 

673 

125 

798 

1,1S3 

313 

1,506 

July  t 

863 

88 

951 

38 

4 

42 

3,826 

844 

4,670 

577 

109 

686 

1,172 

313 

1,490 

Aug.  : 

889 

117 

1,006 

39 

5 

44 

4,236 

1,082 

5,318 

615 

138 

753 

1,271 

391 

1,662 

Sept.  : 

827 

116 

943 

37 

4 

41 

4,398 

1,075 

5,473 

579 

136 

715 

1,169 

371 

1,540 

Oct.  : 

1,084 

124 

1,208 

47 

6 

53 

5,650 

1,299 

6,949 

718 

167 

885 

1,414 

419 

1,833 

Nov,  : 

922 

92 

1,014 

43 

4 

47 

6,531 

1,325 

7,856 

851 

172 

1,023 

1,539 

390 

1,929 

Dec.  : 

810 

74 

884 

38 

3 

41 

6,912 

1,373 

8,285 

906 

171 

1,077 

1,530 

355 

1,885 

Year  : 

10,056 

1,019  11,075 

465 

43 

508 

62,054 

14,007 

76,061 

8,407 

1,783 

10,190 

15,886 

4,333 

20,219 

1952  l/i 

Jan.  J 

1,042 

89 

1,131 

51 

3 

54 

6,835 

1,581 

8,416 

932 

198 

1,130 

1,640 

430 

2,070 

Feb.  J 

990 

74 

1,064 

49 

3 

52 

5,779 

1,386 

7,165 

771 

174 

945 

1,413 

371 

1,784 

Mar.  I 

972 

70 

1,042 

48 

3 

51 

5,776 

1,566 

7,142 

760 

166 

926 

1,365 

367 

1,732 

Apr.  t 

941 

91 

1,032 

46 

4 

50 

5.281 

1,283 

6,564 

683 

156 

639 

1,296 

368 

1,664 

May  : 

939 

88 

1,027 

45 

4 

49 

4,482 

1,136 

5,618 

594 

142 

736 

1,249 

355 

1,604 

June  I 

926 

105 

1,031 

41 

5 

4«. 

4,259 

994 

5,253 

601 

126 

727 

1,225 

330 

1,555 

July  J 

908 

117 

1,025 

38 

5 

43 

3,641 

1,018 

4,659 

526 

128 

654 

1,223 

354 

1,577 

Aug,  : 

1,020 

122 

1,142 

44 

5 

49 

3,592 

1,052 

4,644 

507 

130 

637 

1,221 

361 

1,582 

Sept.  : 

1,243 

145 

1,388 

53 

6 

59 

4,291 

1,1S0 

5,481 

572 

149 

721 

1,338 

394 

1,732 

Oct.  : 

1,426 

146 

1,572 

62 

6 

68 

5,492 

1,386 

6,878 

715 

179 

894 

1,579 

444 

2,023 

Nov.  : 

1,069 

111 

1,180 

47 

5 

52 

5,772 

1,326 

7,098 

766 

170 

936 

1,475 

386 

1,861 

Dec.  I 

1,218 

113 

1,331 

57 

5 

62 

7,251 

1,528 

8,779 

984 

195 

1,179 

1,776 

422 

2,198 

Year  : 

12,694 

1,271 

13,965 

581 

54 

635 

62,451 

15,246 

77,697 

8,411 

1,913 

10,324 

16,800 

4,582 

21,382 

1/  PreliminaryT 


JAlTDAfiY- FEBRUARY  1953 


A-14 


Table  12.-  Average  live  weight  per  head  and  meat  and  lard  produced  per  head  and  per  100  pounds  live  weight,  for  livestock 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  and  in  all  conmercial  establishments,  bj-  months  1S51-52 


Year  and 
month 

Beef 

Veal 

Lamb  and  mutton 

Pork  2/                 r               Lard  3/ 

Federally  :  Total 
inspected  ;  com- 
l/        :  mercial 

Federally  :  Total 
inspected  ;  com- 
l/        :  mercial 

Federally 
inspected 
1/ 

Total 
comV 
mercial 

Federally  :  Total 
inspected  :  com- 
l/       ;  mercial 

Federally 
inspected 
1/ 

Total 
ccsn— 
mercial 

Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds           Pounds  Pounds 

1,022 
1,017 
1,007 
1,004 
997 
978 
978 
962 
970 
973 
990 
1,008 
9S2 
l,oT3' 
1,013 
1,004 
1,002 
1,003 
988 
987 
974 
973 
968 
975 
992 
990 


556.0 
555.3 
557.0 
560.3 
563.2 
555.7 
549.5 
527.0 
527.3 
512.6 
527.6 
551.2 
544  .3 
562.6 
567.3 
561.3 
564.0 
562,9 
554.5 
549.5 
538.7 
532.1 
51S.7 
519.8 
540.5 
546.0 


988 
984 
977 
974 
969 
952 
950 
938 
941 
942 
960 
977 
962 
983 
981 
973 
968 
971 
958 
95L 
941 
938 
935 
942 
961 
957 


1951-  Jan. 
Feb. 
liar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Year 

1952-  Jan. 
Feb. 
M&T, 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Got, 
Nov. 
Deo. 

Year 

1951-  Jaii. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Deo. 

Year 

1952-  Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Year 

1951-  Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
^r. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Year 

1952-  Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 

July  t  55.7  55.1 
Aug.        :  55.3  54.8 

Sept.       :  54.7  54.3 

Oct.        I  53.7  53.4 

Nov.        :  53.3  52.9 

Dec.        :  54.5  54.0 

Year      i         55.1  54.6 

l/  Av.  live  weight  under  Federal  in  op 
7/  Production  of  pork  includes  the  we 
Xnoto:  production  of  pork  plus  lard  i 
3/  Rendered,  including  rendered  pork 


533.1 
532.4 
534.4 
536.1 
539.1 
532.2 
525,2 
509.0 
507.7 
492.7 
506.9 
527.9 
522.0 
537.3 
543.7 
537.4 
537.5 
538.3 
531.1 
524.5 
515.4 
509.5 
499.1 
498.5 
518.9 
522. B 


193 
176 
162 
169 
183 
209 
233 
250 
247 
246 
231 
204 
209 
201 
191 
173 
177 
202 
225 
236 
258 
255 
248 
235 
214 
221 


195 
179 
168 
174 
188 
212 
230 
240 
236 
230 
221 
207 
207 
197 
189 
175 
181 
206 
225 
234 
251 
247 
243 
232 
213 
218 


100 
103 
105 
104 
100 
93 
93 
95 
95 
96 
100 
100 
98 
102 
104 
105 
103 
100 
94 
90 
93 
92 
94 
96 
99. 
98 


100 
103 
104 
103 
99 
93 
93 
94 
94 
95 
99 
_99 
97 
102 
104 
1C5 
102 
100 
93 
90 
92 
91 
93 
95 
98 
S7 


250 
245 
240 
242 
244 
261 
276 
262 
236 
231 
236 
241 
246 
246 
245 
239 
236 
242 
255 
265 
254 
236 
229 
236 
241 
243 


244 
238 
235 
237 
240 
254 
267 
253 
232 
228 
233 
237 
241 
240 
239 
234 
231 
237 
248 
254 
245 
231 
227 
233 
237 
237 


Average  production  of  meat  and  lard  per  head 


105.2 
99.6 
93.5 
97.2 
104.5 
120.5 
132.6 
140.5 
137.7 
136.4 
126.0 
113.5 
117.6 
112.7 
109.5 
99.3 
101.2 
116.9 
127.4 
132.9 
143.0 
140.2 
136.0 
130.3 
117.5 
123.5 


106.5 
101.0 
96.1 
98.9 
105.5 
120.5 
129.2 
135.0 
130.7 
126.8 
120.9 
112.9 
115.5 
110.1 
107.5 
100.0 
102.5 
117.5 
127.6 
130.7 
139.5 
135.3 
132.3 
128.0 
122.6 
122.0 


136.4 
137.5 
134.0 
135.0 
134.7 
143.5 
151.2 
145.5 
132.0 
127.4 
130.5 
131.3 
135.8 
136.6 
133.8 
131.3 
129.6 
132.9 
141.5 
144.8 
141.5 
133.3 
130.4 
132.9 
135.9 
135.0 


134.8 
134.2 
132.3 
133.0 
132.9 
141.0 
146.9 
141.6 
130.6 
127.3 
130.2 
130.0 
134.0 
134.3 
131.9 
129.7 
127.8 
131.0 
138.4 
140.4 
137.2 
131.6 
130.0 
131.9 
134.3 
132.9 


Production  per  100  pounds  live  weight 


47.3 
46.9 
47.0 
48.6 
47.2 
47.6 
47.7 
46.3 
46.6 
46.5 
47.0 
47.1 


47.6  47.0 

47.7  47.3 
47.3  46.8 
47.6  47.6 

48.3  47.6 
48.1  47.9 

47.4  46.7 

46.5  46.7 

46.5  46.5 
46.4  46.3 

46.6  46.4 
47.3  47.7 

 47.2  47.0 

d  on  number  slaughtered  including 
dressed  hog  carcass  but  excludes 
reported  "dressing  percentage"  of 


38.0 
35.3 
34.4 
34.8 
36.4 
39.0 
41.2 
37.6 
34.1 
32.7 
33.9 
35.7 
55.9 
36.4 
38.3 
37.0 
36.4 
37.1 
37.7 
39.1 
35.6 
32.2 
32.0 
33.7 
35.4 
35.8 


35.4 
32.6 
32.2 
32.7 
34.5 
36.6 
38.3 
34.6 
32.2 
30.9 
32.3 
35.9 
33.7 
34.1 
35.6 
34.7 
34.3 
34.7 
35.2 
36.1 
33.4 
30,3 
30.2 
32,0 
35.5 
33.6 


condemned; 
head  bones 
hogs)  . 


and  all  carcass  fat  rendered  into  lard 


I 
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Table  A-17*,-  Average  price  per  100  pounds  for  stocker  md  feeder  steers  at  Kansas 
City  and  Choice  grade  slaughter  steers  at  Chicago,  by  months' 193 !5  :to.  date 

•      .       .     Stocker; afid  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  l/    '     .■  • 


Year 


1935 
1936 
19?-7 
1958 
1969 
1940 
1941 
1943 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
194? 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1953 
1953 


-  •  •  •  »  •  i  S  i  ,  1  . 

Jan.:  Febcj  r.arc:  Apr,:  May  :  June^  July?  Augo  s Sept o;  Oct «:  IW.i  Dec?  1/ 


Pol*    t)oic:   Polo  '  Doi,    Doi,    Dolo'  Dol,'  M*.    :Dol,    Doli    Dolw    Dole  Dole 


5.92 

7.07 
7,36 
6.98 
8.52 
8.07 
10.16 
10,57 
12o67 
211,60 
rl2o40 
a3o56 
a?. 68 
26c  31 
22.15 
2^*94 
3L.88 
•31.19 
21,73 


^935 
1936 
1937 
1938 


6r86 

6*95 
7c32 
7o04 
8.79- 
8,12 
10,00 
10.69 
13c48 
12o95. 
13cOO^ 
14.71 
18c96 
24.15 
21^25 
24cl3 
34.42 
32.06 
20*9-1 


7*28 
,  7o51 
7,84 
7«60 
9a8 
8o97 
iOo29 
11,47 
14.49 
13p06 
13e60 
15c22 
20.13 
25.57 
24.37 
25.32 
35.12 
31.99 


7c48 
7.23 
7.67 
7«55 
9.21 
9o06 
10,33 
11.93 
14.58 
•12.76 
•13c 90 
16.86 
19.91 
26.62 
"23.66 
25,79 
35.64 
31.32 


7o69 
7«12 
7.86 
7.72 
8.89 
.  9a8 
10.06 
12*00 
14.60 
12  =  84 
14.23 
15.82 

21e33 

27o60 
24.02 
27.19 

34c29 
32c06 


6e88 
6«56 
7,87 
7.51 
7,94 
8oO'5 
9.90 
11.83 
14^38 
11,65 
13.73 
15^72 
21.11 
26.96 
22.53 
27.44 
32.83 
27,21 


6c32 
5.34 
8.28 

7p80 
7o61 
8o09 
9o59 
11^09 
12.48 
iO.,93 
l3,54 
15.53 
21.91 
28.26 
20,62 
27o48 
31c  61 
25.24 


6.91 
5^53 
8.58 
7^54 
7.43 
'  8.53 
9.79 
12,05 
32a7 
11*50 
13o08 
15,51 
21c22 
27,40 
20c06 
26c90 
321,59 
25a-7 


7=06 

^5  ;.  81 

&o09 
7c42 
•8c02 
8.41 
9,98 
llo64 
11c  81 
llc34 

12e25 

15599- 
21o65 
2:5  b  42 
19.74 

26^,90 
,'^l.^90 
23^57 


6,88 
65OI 
-7368 
'  7c47 
"  8;04 
8o52 
9.53 
•116  83 
11.36 
11,50 
12,62 
■16,42 
20e96 
24^41 
20.57 
■26*92 
3Xo97 
22.76 


'6.52 

7.il4 
7.77 

^7^96 
8.81 

9,35 
12o'62 
10  9  97 
llo9€ 
13ol9 
•16,30 
21o32 
24,52 
21*45 
•28-6  46 
31*.63 
2'2c31 


■  6.83 
6.46 
•6.71 

'8cOO 
*'7.96 

8,76 
10,46 
12.24 
llc29 
llc49: 
lSc41 
17'i63 
23o59 
23c26 
21.44 
296  45 
30e45 
20  c  50 


6c88 
60  39 
7c  72 
7;^  54 
8.09 
8.>53 
9.93 
11.75 
12^35 
11.78 

20^81 
25o54 
21q34 
26^67 
32.o63 
25,.55 


Choice  grade  beef  steers  for  slaughter j.  Chicago  3/ 


9.90' lit 
[10,28  9. 
10.88  10. 
&e29  7. 

1939  tlO.35  10, 

1940  ;  9,44  9. 
rl2.21  11. 
112^54  12. 
15,05  15„ 
15.00  15. 
il5o35  15, 
il6.5i'  16. 
; 23 e 93  23 , 
!30.36'  27, 
:24,72-  22. 
28.14  27 o 
i34,77  35<> 
(34.68  34. 
27,84  24.0 

17  Average,  for 
beginning  1951, 


1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 


11  11.43 

47  9.31 

90  11.51 

91  8^,49 
23  10,64 
53  9.86 
64  11  a2 
47  13.03 
53  15.92 

12  15,23 
42  15.81 
3-6  16*37 
79  -24.05 
10  26.92 
99  24a9 
19  27.33 
98  36.67 
57  34.69 
49 


11.91' 
8.83 
11.15 
.8.49 
■iO«53 
10.01 
11,07 
:13.83 
15,91 
15.33 
16.11 
16".46 
23,45 
28.17 
24.37 
27,66 
36.93 
34.76 


11.54 
8.07 
11.46 
8-;69 
9,92 
9.92 
10  =  54 
13o65 
15,59 
15.73 
16.16 
16,55 
24.22 
30.91 
24^92 
29-,19 
36,52 
,34.17 


10.57 
7,80 
11,96 
-9a5 
9,29 
9.57 
10.74 
13,12 
15,50 
16,23 
16«16 
16,98 
25.72 
34r85 
26,37 
29.99 
35.68 
32,81 


lDe04 
8.16 
13.83 
^.98 
9.26 
10.29 
11,11 
13,75 
15,06 
16.35 
16a7 
19tS6 
27.-64 
36  ,44 
25«96 
30.  62 
35.47 
33,03 


10.71 

8,41 
13.97 
..9.69 

9c03 
10.82 
11.,  5B 
14,8.7 
15c29 
16,42 
1,5,98 
20*.  75 
28,27 
36=02 
26c.5Q 
29  c  97 
35,85 
33-6-02 


10.70 
8,86 
13,88 
10  c  03 
10,20 
11,15 
11,56^ 
I4i63 
16.27 

16r26 

i6a5 

18..  58 

29,43 
34.49 
28.22 
30^32 
36.68 
32, 53 ] 


10.81 
.  9.10 
13,39 
10,01 

9,68 
.U.o72 
11.36 
15,07 
14,92 
16',  56 
16c  45 
24.97- 
29,55 
32.24 
29,63 
30^42 
5'6,31. 
32;  55 


10*55 
9,95 
il..42 

9.-99; 

9,52 

U,.7S- 
11,24 
15c40 
145'^8 
16'i,27 
16,56. 
25,6$.- 
29,12 
30.68. 
29. '3  6' 
31.24 
36o09. 
32.20 


I0c62 
10.38 
'9,69 

10  ae 

"9.44 
11,86 
12,41 
14o90 
14.89 
15c62 
16.45 
25,28 
29,62 
27.82 
29.91 
3^,98 
34,78 

3d;i6 


10.79. 

8.82 
^.79 

9a4 

\9.81 
10.48 
11.36 
13^.90 
15*34 
15.73 
16c00 
19,32 
26.22 
30,96 
26.07 
29v68 
35^96 
33,18 


all  weights  and  grades,    2/  r.'eighted  averaged    3/  Grade  narie  an  use 
Through  1950,  data  v/ere""reported  as  Good  grade.  .      ..  ..     ■  . 


Compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Branch,  HIA,- 
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Table  A-l^'.-'Hog-odrri  jirice  iratid,  'GlUda^o  'and  *Urtited  3-t8*ef§,  by  monjbhs, 

r:":   :  "  1955  ;t6  date  l/-    .  -     ,     •    -'^    :      ■  \ 


Ghioago, 'based  on  prloes'-of  barr6wg,^nd ,gilt$  2/ 


Year 

:     •  ■■'a 

I  Jsin.;': 

•  • 
■  • 

Feb. : 

Har.: 

t 

Apr.  J 

i 

m 

/: 

May  I 
• 

.       .       .  • 

June: 

a 

Julys 

-J 

Aug. J  Sept. ! 

: 

Oct.: 
: 

• 

« 

• 
• 

Deo.: 

'« 
.  « 

s/ 

1938 

1  13.^ 

14.8 

■^5.9 

14.2  ^ 

14.  Sv 

15.5 

16.2 

•16.a: 

ii6.9 

17.7 

16.7  ■ 

14.3: 

15.5 

1939 

i 

!  14.S 

16.3 

15.8 

14.4 

13.3 

12.9 

13.9 

13.8 

14.4 

14.6 

12.2 

9.7; 

13.8 

1940 

1  9.2 

;  &i9^ 

^8. 8' 

8.3 

7.9- 

9.7 

10.1 

10*5 

.  9.9  - 

9.6 

10.4; 

9.4 

1941 

4 
1 

!  12>5 

12.5 

*li.7 

"12.2  = 

12.6 

'1^.4 

'16.1 

16.0 

•15.6 

'15.3  i 

14.5  ^ 

14.2 

13.7 

1942 

t  14.0 

15.4 

16.4 

17.3; 

16.5 

16,9 

16.9 

17.5: 

.17.4 

19.4  • 

17.3 

15.7 

16.7 

1945 

1  15.4 

15.9 

15.6 

14.7: 

13.6 

13.1 

13.0 

13.5 

14.0 

13.8 

12.9 

11.7 

13«9 

1944 

!  lliS 

11.9 

12.1 

11*8' 

11.4 

11.4 

11.9 

12.6 

,12.7 

.12.8 

13.0 

12.5 

12.2 

1945 

\  12*8 

12.8 

12.8 

'12.8 

12.7 

"12.^. 

'12.5 

12.5 

'1^.5 

:ia.5  • 

12.6  ' 

12.5 

12.6 

1946 

12.7 

12.6 

12.3 

12.3: 

10. 3 

9*7 

8.4 

11.4 

8.6 

-ia.7 

17.4 

17.3 

12.1 

1947 

1  17.2 

18.4 

15.8 

13.4 

12.7 

11.1 

11.4 

11.2 

11.2 

11.7 

10.4' 

10.2 

12.9 

1948 

i  10.0 

io.a 

. 

;  8i6 

8.8 

10.2^ 

13.1 

15.2 

16.0 

17.6  ! 

16.6 

15.0 

12.5 

1949 

1 

I  13.8 

15.6 

15.3 

'l3*6^ 

13.9 

^15/5 

'l5.3 

*16.4 

*l3.6 

'16. 7t 

13»9  i 

11.9 

14.2 

1950 

J  12,0 

13.0 

12.3 

11.5: 

12.8 

13.2 

15.1 

15.6 

14.2 

12  c  9  ' 

11.2: 

12.4 

1951 

J  12.0 

12.5 

12.4 

11.9 

12.0 

12.9 

12.8 

12.4 

11.6 

11.5  ; 

.10.2 

^9.4 

11.6 

1952 

t  9.3 

9.(5 

9.3 

11.0 

11.2- 

12.1 

12a 

11.5 

.11.9 

10.8  i 

10.4 

10.3 

1955 

:  11.4 

12.7 

"*      '  1 

1 

X       ,      tfoited  States,  based  on  prices  re'oeived  by  fa nner s  tor  ail  ''hog S 


1933 

! 

• 
• 

13.6 

15.1 

15.6 

1U3: 

.10.1 

'  9.9 

*   >  » 
7.2 

7.7 

<  8.6 

'16^8  ? 

9.0  i 

:  6.6 

10.4 

1934 

• 

6.7 

-8*5 

8.2 

7.3  i 

6.3 

•  6.2 

•  6.7 

-6.4 

■  7.9 

6.7; 

6.6; 

6.0 

7.0 

1935 

: 

8.3 

:  ^8.7 

10.2 

9.6- 

9.7 

10.4 

10.6 

13.2 

13.6 

13.5, 

15.2 

.16.6 

11.6 

1936 

• 
• 

17.0 

17.3 

.1.6.7 

.10^9 

14.5 

:14.8 

,11.6 

■  9.8- 

-  9^4 

■  9.4; 

9.3' 

':■  9.6: 

15.0 

1937 

: 

9,5 

9.1 

,  8.9 

: :  7>7: 

7.9 

8.7 

■  9.3 

11.5 

■  11.5 

^16^8; 

17.2^ 

15. g 

11.1 

1938 

« 

14.7 

.i5.1 

16.6 

14. 9i 

14.1 

15.6 

16.2 

'  16.2^ 

17.1 

'l*/.3- 

18.2^ 

16.0 

16.0 

1939 

• 
• 

15.5 

16.6 

16.1 

14, 5i 

13.1 

11.8 

12.5 

11.6 

12o2 

13^7 

-12.4; 

9.9 

13.3 

1940 

9.7 

9.1 

.  S.7 

;  5.4^ 

.  8.a 

-10^.0^ 

«      •  •( 

-  9.8; 

9.9. 

10.^ 

9.2 

1941 

• 
• 

1.3.3 

13.0 

12.5' 

V^.Z 

I2.6 

13.4 

14,8 

"l;&.b 

15.9 

-15.6 

15.2 

15.4 

14,2 

1942 

t 

14.7 

15.5 

16.0 

' 16«9i 

16.3 

\M 

16  9  6 

-16.9 

16. 4 

18.2 

17.7: 

16. i5 

16.5 

1945: 

• 

16.0 

16.2 

15.5 

14,3i 

13.4 

12.8 

12.2 

12.6 

12.9 

13.1 

12.3; 

11.6 

13.6 

1944 

: 

11.3 

11. .4 

:ia.5 

:i3:.3- 

ii«o 

.U.P 

;1P.? 

•11.^ 

.11.7 

12.2; 

12.7; 

12.6 

11.6 

1945 

12.9 

13.2 

i$:.i 

13.2' 

is.i 

i:&..7 

;12>!r 

12.4 

12.6 

12.5' 

12.81 

13.0 

12.8 

1946 

12.8 

12.8 

12.5 

'i2o2; 

io.6 

lO.I 

B.8 

11.6 

-  9.3 

13.1 

18.1^ 

18.7 

12*6 

1947 

18.1 

;19.8 

17.7 

14. 7i 

14.0 

11.9 

10.9 

10.8 

11.1 

12.2 

11.1: 

10.  e 

13.6 

1948 

10.8 

;ii.2 

*lD.i2 

.   9  c  3  > 

i9.2: 

ii0.;6 

.12.'^ 

Vl^l 

.17.9 

19.0; 

17.0 

13.0 

1949^: 

1-5  ..7 

i7.,2 

1.6.9 

aE.0' 

14.7 

15.5 

14.9 

3^^.4 

ri7:.i 

l€.l; 

1-5. 3-; 

13.1 

15.7 

1950 

13.1 

13,4 

12.5; 

13.7 

13.4 

^  14.  5^ 

1^5.T 

'  14.8 

14.0; 

13.0.; 

12r^ 

13.7 

1951' 

: 

13.0 

:k3.7 

13.2 

12. 7j 

i2.4 

12.9 

12.6 

12.7 

12.0 

12.3  ' 

11.2, 

10.5 

12.4 

1952 

• 

10.4 

JLO.4 

.10.1 

r  9.8? 

11. B 

,  11.2 

/la.^ 

.  11 

.1^.2; 

11.5; 

10. :7 

11.1 

1953 

« 
• 

12.0 

13.5 

■    "  )' 

..  «  .    ;  j  '.  ______ 

i/  Number  of  bus'hel  s '  of  corn '  e qulvalent  in'  value  *  to  100  'pounds  ~off  live  p)6S. 
Chicago  ratio  not  available;  before:  Septeinber -193^7.^         ;     ,  :    r    j  1 
2/  Corn  price;  is- o:f  liro..  3  tellow.  "  %  Z ;..     TZ  %  \  j 

^  Unweighted  average  of  ratios  for  individual  irtonthg.  '  - 
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Table  A-21«^  Jlxports  ai;id  imports  bf  m© at j  product  yrei^ht', 

1930  to  date  1/ 


Yetir 


1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1962 


Exports 


.1  Imports,  for  consmnption 


BieeJP.  : 
veal:  Z/t 


Lamb  j 
and    ":  Pork 
mutton  { 


. -.:    Beef  .s..  .  LamV  : 
Z/i  ^ausa^&^  -    and:      Pork  6/ 

:  ,  j  veal  '2/t.  mxitton  " 


Million 
pounds, 

19 

it: 

13- 
17 

2-2 
Idr: 

1% 
13.=- 

1^- 

\^ 
17 
28 

2i 

t.v;"t41-.;/ 

'2B  - 

94 
425 
158 

15 

20 

17 

12 

15 


Million  Million  Million  Hillion— Million  Million 
pounds^    pounds  ■•■  pounds     pounds  -  pounds  pounds 


'X 

1 

i  1 

V 
ri 

n 

i 

.  6. 
1-2:^/ 
25 
10 
11 
7 
2 
1 

V 


277 

V  :  160 

!  116 

142 
•  151 
■;  89 
68 
.  63 
.  .  .96 
.130 
.•94 
:  268 
651 
1,091 
1,131 
673 
362 
63 
29 
60 
58 
82 
97 


6 
4 
9 
8 
9 
6 
4 
4 
4 
6 
5 
81 
396 
398. 
259 
.93 
.62 
.14 
5 
9 
4 
6 
4 


64 
22 
25 
44 
48 
86 
94 
95 
82 
91 
75 
146 
115 
114 
97 
71 
18 
34 
208 
157 
199 
308 
263 


6/- 

y  : 

if-- 

V- 

■"1  . 

1 

6/  : 

6/ 
"3 

4 

S 

7 

6 


.  5 

;  4 

.  6 
i  3 
.  2 
'  10 
.  42 
.  75 
.  52 
.  41 
.  6 
12 

■  %■ 
.  8 

■6/ 

"is 

;v 
""1 

3 

'32 
49 

■  62 


iT^xports  and  imports  of  major  meat  products,  in  product  weight  as  re- 
p'orted  by  the  Department  of  Commerce.    Exports  exclude  shipments  to 
t er ritori es •    They  j.nclude  USDA  export s  ( 1 9 4l«49 ) .. and ,  for  1947; to  "^date, 
shipments,  for  mil  it  ary-c  feeding  in  U»S«;.  occupied  areas*; 

fresh  beef  and  Veaiv  pickle         oure^,  and  canned  beef .  "        .  .  r 
?r3ch>nd- canned,  euid  haiis,  shoulders,  bacon,  TJlltShire '8id63,    ■  ' 
CunberlandSj  'and  pifckled  pork.  '  Also  includes  Tushonka  (1946-47) 
4/ -^11  sausage i  incliliding  canned,  and  sausage  ingredients  thrdiigh  1951  • 
lausage  ingredients  not  separately  reported  ,  in  .1952..  .  .  .  .  ■ 

5/  Fresh,  pickled,  salted  and  other  pork,  hairis,  shoulders;  bacon  and 
Tausag^.""  '       ■  '  _^ 

6/  Less  than  500,000  pounds* 


Ccmpiled-frcan  records  of  United  "States  Department  of  Commerce... 


JANUARY- FEBRUARY  1953 


A-24 


Table  A-22»-  Meat  exports  and  shipments  to  territories,  and  imports, 
carcass  weight  equivalent,  1938  to  date  l/ 


Commercial  exports  and  ship- 
.-•    ments  to  territories 


Imports 


Year . 

•  Beef 

X  Lamb 

X      Pork  ; 

AT  1 

iuo  ex  w  O 

*  1^  J' 

.» 

'  J 

and 

:  and 

s excluding: 

t  'Beef  . 

s  Veal 

t 

.jmuttonj  ■    lard  : 

« 

t 

Mil» 

•  Mil* 

•  Milo 

Mil.  . 

Milo=. 

Milo 

'  1 

lb. 

lb. 

Ib^ 

lb» 

Iba 

1938 

' : 

• 
• 

53 

A. 

C 

,152 

207 

200 

n  / 
% 

1939 

t 

52  ■ 

«s 
C 

192 

246 

219 

TP  / 

% 

1940 

t 

56 

163 

221 

168 

2/ 

1941  :, 

i 

56 

6. 

ITT 
111 

173 

257 

-  2/ 

1942 

t 

34 

OO 

104 

211 

1 

1943 

t 

2Q 

3 

38 

70 

225 

1 

1944 

t 

3 

54 

98 

189 

1 

t 

5 

34 

76 

127 

-  1 

1946 

i 

3 

75 

116 

19 

..  1 

1947 

t 

1921  ■ 

12- 

110 

314 

64 

1 

1948 

X 

5 

86:. 

138 

341 

.  5 

1949  3/ 

: 

2^'-\ 

3 

104 

136 

228 

7 

1950  V 

J 

23-^ 

2 

110  : 

135 

322 

10 

1951  V 

} 

20" 

:  1 

136  * 

157 

456 

12 

1952  V  ^ 

1/  : 

25 

1 

.  148 

174 

&82 

2/  5/ 

J  Lamb  :  Pork  i 
!  and  : excluding: 
:mutton:      lard  : 


All 
meats 


"1 
1 

2/ 
J/ 

V 

4 
3 
7 
6 


Mil. 
lb. 

57- 
45 

6 
12 

1 

8 
2/ 
""2 

1 

2/ 
■"1 

3 
33 
51 

'  72 


Expfcirts  ai'*d  shipments  to  territories  by  USDA 


1941 

n 
• 

1 

372  i 

373 

1942 

"■--'jj 

26 

7 

1,133 

1,165 

1943 

•>  : 

79 

127 

2,075 

2,281 

1944 

'.  ■  4 
• 

91 

68 

1,660 

1,819 

1946 

■  i. 

301 

24 

839 

1*164 

1946 

X 

645 

16 

405 

1,066 

1947 

X 

4 

25 

29 

1943  • 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1949 

V 

0 

0 

6 

6 

1950 

• 
• 

0 

0 

•0  ' 

0 

1951 

x^ 

.0 

.  0 

0  ' 

0 

1952 

0 

'  0. 

0 

■  0 

i 


1/  Carcass  weight  equivalent  of  all  meat,  including  the  meaFconcent  of  minor  meats 
and  of  mixad  products.    Exports  exclude  shipments  for  military- civilian  feeding  in 
UeS.  occupied  areas.  Shipments  to  territories  inplude  shipments  to  all  territories' 
through  1948;  from  1949  to  1951  they  include  reported  data,  and  in  1952  prelir.dnary 
estimates,  of  shipments  to  Puerto  Rico  and  Virgin  Islands.    2/  Less  than  500,000  • 
pounds.    3/  Exports  and  shipments  for  1949-52  not  strictly  caaparltble  vdth  earlier 
years  (see*  footnote  l)o    4/  Preliminary.    1952  data  are  computed  on  slightly  revised 
conversion  factors.    5/  sTTai-p  change' in  data  on  veal  imports  is  caused  by  a  revised 
factor  that  considers  combined  beef  wad  veal  imports  as  almost  entirely  beef. 

Data  in  this  table  are  computed  so  as  to  show  total  withdrawals  from  and  additions 
to  the  United  States  meat  supply^    Th«y  differ  from  data  of  table  A-21  in  that  these 
are  in  terms  of  carcass  weight  equivalent;  include  shipments  to  territories  in  ex- 
port data;  exclude  shipments  for  military-civilian  feeding  in  all  years  since  the 
program  began  in  1944  (table  A-21  excludes  these  shipments  only  in  1944-46);  and, 
in  the  case  of  USDA  exports  and  shipments,  is  based  on  deliveries  for  export. 
Data  for  1910-37  are  in  The  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  February  1949,  page  38. 
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